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VISITING NEW ZEALAND

	Culturally rated as one of the most heterogeneous countries in the world, Papua New Guinea has over the past two decades seen a significant shift to Islam. Ninety percent of this tropical paradise is Christian, despite sharing part of its western border with Indonesia, a country which boasts the highest number of Muslims in the world. Papua New Guinea is located on the eastern half of the island of New Guinea and is 160 kilometres north of Australia. The western half of the island is Irian Jaya, a province of Indonesia. Papua New Guinea comprises both the mainland and some 600 offshore islands. It has a total land area of 462,800 square kilometres and is about the same size as Thailand.
Since the early 1980’s nearly 1000 of Papua New Guinea’s 5.5 million inhabitants, have embraced Islam. These developments have culminated in the construction of the country’s first ever mosque, a beautiful place of worship set against the backdrop of rolling hills on the outskirts of the capital city of Port Moresby and the formation of the Islamic Society of Papua New Guinea Inc. Br.Mohamed Fazul Jiffry, the Society’s Honorary President, attributed the realisation of this dream to, “the assistance and good guidance of all Muslims around the world, especially in the region”. He expressed optimism that that Islam would continue to grow and flourish, Inshallah.

In December 2004, Islam was seen to have been accorded “official “ recognition with the Government’s invitation to Muslims to participate in an Inter Faith Dialogue Conference. Br. Mohamed feels the contact was historic in that it served to “promote a closer relationship with leaders of other faiths and fostered religious tolerance, harmony and mutual understanding and respect.”  Close dialogue and regular contact with all religious denominations is maintained and encouraged, thus according respect to Islam’s monotheist doctrines and teachings as “friendly and peaceful”. 

According to the Embassy of Papua New Guinea to the Americas, Washington DC, over ninety percent of the country is Christian and some 35000 of its populace are practising Bahai’s.The spread of Christianity was attributed to the missionary zeal of the Methodists in the 1870 ‘s.

The growing awareness and appreciation of Islam has led local Imam, Br. Mikail Abdul Aziz to open the doors of the Islamic Centre to all religious leaders and host regular visits.

The Islamic society of PNG Inc. have embarked on their second major project- the establishment of a mosque in LAE, the second city and industrial hub of the country. A deposit has been placed on a suitable premise which, according to Br. Mohamed, “is in poor condition, but well located near the University. The property needs renovation and upgrading before we can utilise it as a mosque.” The community has raised USD 19000 and urgently needs a further USD 31000 to fulfil its objectives. An urgent appeal is made to the South Pacific Muslim community to contribute to this most worthy project. The Society’s bank details are:

Account Name: Islamic Society of Papua New Guinea

ANZ Bank, Waigani Branch, PNGuinea

Cheque account No: 1063447 

Alhamdolillah (all praise be to ALLAH), the Muslim community of the South Pacific salutes these efforts and offers its unconditional support to Brothers Mohamed, Mikail and the Ummah of Papua New Guinea. We pray Inshallah, your community will grow, prosper and see the fulfilment of all your dreams.

CONTACT DETAILS

To anyone wishing to contact our Brother, please note his details:

Br. Mohamed Fazul JIFFRY
Hon. President- Islamic Society of Papua New Guinea Inc.

P.O.Box 5107, Boroko. NCD

Papua New Guinea.

Ph: 675-3235551(Off), 675-3259882(Mosque)

Fax: 675-3233767

Email: bismil@datec.net.pg
Website: www.ispng.com 

Muslims of Auckland say

THANK YOU, AUCKLANDERS

Muslims in Auckland, New Zealand, were shocked to wake up Sunday morning, of 10th July 2005, to learn that 6 of their places of worship were vandalised in retaliation to the London attack. The unknown person or group/s have broken windows (17 at one mosque) and painted graffiti “RIP” “London” on the walls of all the Mosques. Muslims of Auckland regard this message as death threats and an insult to their places of worship.

The Mosques that have been vandalised were Ponsonby Mosque (55 years old); West Auckland Mosque; Mt. Roskill Mosque; Avondale Mosque; Al Farooqi Islamic Centre/Mosque and South Auckland Mosque. 

This is the first time that mosques have been targeted in New Zealand after a major event overseas. Messages of sympathy are pouring in from Members of Parliament, Grassroots Community Organisations and the general public to the Muslim community. One of the first messages of support to reach the Muslim Community on Sunday afternoon was from RAM (Residents Action Movement) and from Hon. Jim Anderton, Minister for Economic, Industry and Regional Development Leader, Progressive Party and the general public living near the affected mosques.

“At 11.00pm the same evening, a neighbour dropped a card in our letter box sympathising and showing concern. We even had two bunches of flowers delivered to the mosque from our neighbours,” said Br. Firoze Patel, secretary of the Ponsonby Mosque.

“On Sunday morning a passer-by Kiwi and his 10 year old son, entered our premises to express their disgust and offer their sympathies to us,” said Br. Mohamed Moses, the secretary of the Mt. Roskill Mosque.

“There were a number of organizations, churches, neighbours and individual who telephoned or just walked into our mosque complex to show their solidarity against this senseless vandalism,” said Br. Farouk Khan, the President of SAMA.

“I was indeed very pleased when my business acquaintances, non-Muslim friends and our clients who took the time and trouble to walk into my business & share their concern and show their support to the Muslim community,” said Br. F. Patel from the copy shop.

We, the Muslims of Auckland are very appreciative of the support that has been forthcoming from the general public of Auckland. We are also very pleased to realise that you are fully aware of the situation and events beyond this vandalism.

Thank you, Auckland neighbours.

	Sr. Yvonne Ridley was born in the North East of England and was brought up in a working class environment. She became a journalist nearly thirty years ago and has worked for many of the Fleet Street's prestigious newspapers, such as the Daily Mirror, The Observer, The Sunday Times, The Independent on Sunday and the Sunday Express.

IMPRISONED BY THE TALIBAN

On 11 September 2001, while the world were glued to their TV screens watching in horror the destruction of the Twin Towers in New York, plans were underway to have media coverage on Afghanistan, where the next stage of Bush’s “war on terror” was expected to unfold. Seventeen days later, Yvonne Ridley, the courageous chief reporter of The Sunday Express, landed in Islamabad, in nearby Pakistan. “I basically went in because journalists had been thrown out and I wanted to get in there and speak to ordinary people about their hopes and fears for the war. I am not the sort of journalist who was spoon-fed from Washington and Downing Street. I like to hear it from ordinary people on the ground,” said Sr. Yvonne Ridley. 

After being refused a visa by the Taliban embassy to enter Afghanistan, she made up her mind not to take “no” for an answer. She slipped on an all- enclosed, blue burqa (dress of Afghani women) and with the help of two guides, she jumped the border into Afghanistan. Crossing the border was easy and to her greater surprise, she found the market in Jalalabad bustling with people, despite the fact that Afghanistan was about to be bombed by the richest country in the world. After collecting sufficient information and visual evidence and also aware of the lurking threat of an invasion, she decided to head back to the Pakistan border, only to find that it was closed. 

They had no option but to take the smuggling route back into Pakistan. She had found this route as busy as the market place, with traders and women in burkas seeking a safe haven in Pakistan. She was offered a donkey to ride when she tired of walking. Two kilometres from the border and at a Taliban checkpoint, the donkey became uneasy and decided to shake off its load and run away. After being tossed around and blinded by the folds of the alien burka, she fell off the donkey, dropping her camera in full view of a Taliban soldier. When she regained her composure, she handed over her camera and shut her eyes, expecting to be shot on the spot in accordance with the propaganda that the Taliban were the most wicked, cruel, women- haters in the world. Instead she was escorted to the Taliban headquarters in Jalalabad. Here, she feared being put to death as she was there illegally (without a passport) and furthermore, could be regarded as a spy appearing in the garb of an Afghan woman. “I never thought I would see the light of the sun again,” she recollects.
During her first six days in detention, she was placed in an air-conditioned room at the intelligence headquarters in Jallalabad. She was given the key to the door for access to the courtyard and a flush toilet and a shower. She was then moved to a very basic prison in Kabul, the capital. It had no running water and a hand pump had to be cranked in the courtyard, for water. She was provided with three meals a day. At the beginning, she refused to eat her meals as she was protesting for not being allowed to use the phone. When they appealed to her to eat as “You are our guest, sister,” she assumed that these were the “good cops” to soften you up and the bad ones would follow to torture her. On the third day when a doctor was brought in, she feared she had reached the end of the road, “They do this on death row,” she thought. After checking her blood pressure, the doctor left. 

On the sixth day her translator told her, “Try to be nice. You have an important visitor.” Hearing a knock on the door, she unlocked it to find an Imam in an immaculate ivory cloak. He questioned her about her religion and what she thought about Islam. Although she knew little about it, she responded enthusiastically. When asked if she would like to convert, she boldly indicated that she was not in the position to make such a life -changing decision in prison. However, she promised to read the Glorious Qur'an if she was released. Half an hour later she was taken to a prison in Kabul. 

She spent four nights in this prison. The night before she was released, more than fifty cruise missiles landed on Kabul, within a quarter mile of her prison cell. In this helpless position she became conscious that bombs did not discriminate and made up her mind to join the anti-war activists, if she was released. On the 8th October 2001, after spending ten days in captivity, she was informed by the Deputy Foreign Minister that she could go home. When she was released on the Pakistani border, some reporters gathered around her, curious to see her wounds and hear of her ‘ill treatment and gang rapes’. They were amazed to hear that she was treated with respect and kindness, regardless of her rude behaviour at times.

HER ROAD TO ISLAM

Her capture and what Sr. Yvonne Ridley experienced in captivity was the beginning of her own road to Islam.

The Taliban had treated her with such politeness and esteem that she professed, “On the whole, they treated me with great courtesy and respect despite my adverse reaction to being locked up. I had entered their country illegally without a passport and visa. So, yes, I was totally in the wrong and could easily have been charged and put on trial. My treatment by the so-called most brutal, evil regime in the world, is a total contrast to the treatment of those men being held in Camp X-Ray.”

What has impressed Sr. Ridley more than anything else is the sisterhood amongst the Muslim women. “They are always helping each other in matters such as childcare, fundraising and studying. They want each other to do well. I hadn't expected this. In the West we're all too busy pinching each other's boyfriends, and criticising each other's clothes or weight.”
When she got back to London, she started reading the Glorious Qur'an. “The first thing I scrutinized when I read the Qur’an was property and divorce laws. I was amazed. I thought it could have been written by a Hollywood divorce lawyer! In fact, that’s probably from where they got their inspiration. I was also pleased to see that women are equal with regards to education and spirituality, but the Qur’an does acknowledge we have the extra burdens of childbirth, breast-feeding and periods. I like to think we are the deluxe model of the human form, since we have so many additional functions,” said Sr. Yvonne. She concluded that the Glorious Qur'an is a ‘magna carta’ for women.

She was surprised to find that the first convert was a woman; the first collection of the Glorious Qur'an was put in the care of a woman, and that Islam was preserved and handed down by sisters. 

Sr. Yvonne Ridley declared the “Shahada” in June 2003 and reverted to Islam. She immersed herself in promoting women’s rights since embracing Islam, as well as becoming a passionate anti-war campaigner. She also has aspirations to become the first elected British MP wearing a hijab.

 

After converting to Islam she has been shut out of Western media, and is now a columnist for a ‘The Muslim Weekly.’

HER MESSAGE TO THE MUSLIM WORLD 

September 11 was the best and worst thing that happened to Islam. I know that the confidence of many brothers and sisters has been shattered, but be proud of who you are and what you stand for. Do not be browbeaten into diluting your beliefs in the hope of ingratiating yourself with those in power. Beware of false prophets; especially those who hang round the gates of power pretending to espouse views on your behalf that they say are in your interest. The Christians have a good saying: “The nearer the pulpit, the bigger the sinner!” The wonderful thing about Islam is you have a direct link with God. You don’t need a conduit or a middle person. Peace and love to all. Fear no one but ALLAH (Subhanahu Wa Ta'ala)

 Yvonne Ridley's first novel, Ticket to Paradise, has just been published in the US.




	Renowned Islamic Scholar visiting NZ
DR. ABU AMEENAH BILAL PHILIPS
	Bilal Philips continues

	
HIS UPBRINGING  

Dennis Bradley Philips was born in 1947 in Kingston, Jamaica, an Island in the Caribbean. He grew up in a Christian family of educationists. His father, Bradley and mother, Joyce, were teachers, and one of his grandfathers was a Minister of the church and scholar of the Bible. Bilal comes from a broad-minded family, and athough he went to church regularly every Sunday with his mother, he was never forced to go. He says, “Going to church was a social event more than a religious one. What was being taught went right over my head.”

When Bilal was eleven, his family migrated to Canada and for the first time the sensitive boy began to feel that all was not right with the world. Growing up in an environment where he was different to everyone else made it a little more difficult for him. The discrimination he felt grew with him in his teenage years. He realised that his parents had to face much more in society than he had to as a child at school.

His parents moved to Malaysia to teach and act as advisors to the Ministry of Education, under the Canadian Colombo Plan. Though much happier there, Bilal hardly noticed that he was in a Muslim country. The British had been in Malaysia and had left their legacy behind. His friends were either Euro-Asians or anglicised Muslim Malaysians. Bilal formed a rock group and began to play the guitar professionally. He had a motorbike and was quite popular and consequently his A-level studies suffered. 

Due to these distractions, he was posted back to Canada to the Simon-Frazer University in Vancouver. Back in Canada, Bilal stepped right into the volatile student movements of the late sixties and early seventies. The drug culture and the hippy movement was the fashion on the campus. In certain classes, the lecturers would pass marijuana cigarettes to the students and after a smoke, would then start the classes.

Amidst this confusion, Bilal's goal was to become a medical artist and thus combine his love for science and art. To this end, he studied biochemistry and also received a scholarship from an art university.

CONTACT WITH MUSLIMS

While in Malaysia, Bilal's parents adopted an Indonesian boy who happened to be a Muslim.  Bilal’s mom was quite aware of Islam and made it easy for the boy to fast and pray. Bilal understood that his adopted brother was different. Once when opening the door to his new brother's room, he bumped his brother on the head as he prostrated himself in prayer. Not being interested in religion at that time, he did not pursue or question the incident.

During this period there also existed a ‘black movement known as the Nation of Islam’ or more popularly, the Black Muslims, founded by Elijah Muhammad, who concocted a religion called Islam but which was totally different from the true faith.

Bilal, who had read Malcolm X's autobiography, visited one of the temples of the Black Muslims. Though impressed by their organization and the fact that their women dressed modestly, he found their ideology useless.

INFLUENCE IN HIS LIFE

The journey through those 50 years has been one that he would not exchange for anything because it left him with a clear train of thought as to where his life was leading him. His confused growing years and adulthood saw him witnessing racism, which led him to joining the student movement and rebelling against authority that denied people their rights.

He had become aware of the oppression in America and read a lot on the country's history, especially about the native Indians who had decreased from eight million at the time of arrival of the Europeans in America, to barely two million today. This fact, as well as the practice of slavery of blacks and destruction of the American Black Panthers, had him convinced that there was a crying need for change, including change in the justice system in Western society. 

He became a communist when he read about their philosophies, which satisfied his answer to the paradox of equitable distribution of wealth and equality of members of society. In dealing with members of the communist group however, he found many of them to be very corrupt on a personal level. Their theories that this would change after the revolution, convinced him that these people would spread corruption even after they gained power.

He felt a need to search elsewhere and for a while, experimented with some aspects of Hinduism, including Yoga, macrobiotics (which dwells on choosing simple foods that were cooked well and chewed well to improve physical health), Buddhism and anything else that seemed to address the spiritual aspects of human existence.

It was during Christmas of 1971, when a friend of his in a political youth organization with communist leanings, accepted Islam and compelled him to read about Islam. He was interested in the comparative studies of Islam and Communism, Christianity and Capitalism. 

“‘Islam: The Misunderstood Religion’ by Mohammed Qutub made the biggest impact on me and ‘Towards Understanding Islam’ by Abul Alaa Maududi, clarified the Islamic concepts in a very modern, practical way.” The first book dealt with the practical aspects and reading it convinced him that Islam offered the best solution for human needs, as it combined the best of what Communism claimed to offer, as well as the better aspects of Capitalism, and also the higher spiritual principles found in Christianity, Buddhism and other religions. Islam demanded a change in any individual and a famous verse in the Quran says, ‘God will not change the condition of the people, until they change what is within themselves’. This is what struck me about Islam.”


	He accepted Islam in 1972. His new philosophy of life, ‘There is no time for holidays’, motivated him to grab every opportunity to improve his knowledge of Islam. He dropped the name of Dennis, derived from the Greek word ‘Dionysius’ which is the name of the Greek God of Wine and Song, and changed his Dad’s name from Bradley to Bilal. He retained his surname, Philips. 

ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENTS

His brilliant academic achievements have been deeply rooted in his realisation of, ‘how little time there is, and how much work has to be done, for Islam.’

He completed;

A diploma in Arabic and a B.A. in 1979 from the College of Islamic Disciplines (Usool ad-Deen) at the Islamic University of Madeenah.

He completed a M.A. in Islamic Theology in 1985, from the University of Riyadh, College of Education.

Ph.D. in Islamic Theology in 1994 in the department of Islamic Studies from the University of Wales.

TEACHING CAREER

Taught Islamic Education and Arabic in private schools in Riyadh for over ten years.

Lectured M.Ed. students for three years in the Islamic Studies department of Shariff Kabunsuan Islamic University in Cotobato City, Mindanao, Philippines.

Between 1994 and 2001, he founded and directed the Islamic Information Centre in Dubai, United Arab Emirates (which is now known as Discover Islam) and the Foreign Literature Department of Dar al Fatah Islamic Press in Sharjah, UAE.

Presently, he is a professor of Arabic and Islamic Studies at the American University in Dubai and Ajman University in Ajman, UAE.

He represents organizations like the Dar al Fatah Press in Sharjah (Director of the Foreign Literature Department),

Discover Islam in Dubai (Director),

Sharjah TV Channel Two and Satellite (Producer and Presenter of Islamic Programs),

Ajman TV Channel Four, and Saudi TV Channel Two.

In 2001, Dr. Bilal established the Islamic Studies at the Islamic Online University (IOU), the first Islamic educational institution of higher learning available on the Internet. The educational material is based on the Quran and Sunnah as understood by the Sahabah (Companions) and has been developed by Dr. Abu Ameenah Bilal Philips.

PUBLICATIONS

Thirty three years after witnessing his shahada (declaration), Bilal Philips is a shining example to all of us of his involvement in giving meaning to his acceptance that, “THERE IS NO DEITY EXCEPT ALLAH AND MUHAMMAD IS HIS MESSENGER.”

He is the author of more than 30 books on Islam, has translated six others, edited four and has a number of articles on Islam to his credit.

HIS WORK

 Shariff Kabunsuan College; The American University in Dubai; Dar Al Fatah [FLD]; Discover Islam; London Open College; Sharjah TV; IQRAA (ART); IBERR; Qatar Guest Centre 

HIS ARTICLES

 Islamic Perspective of General Education; Monogamy and Polygamy; The Face Veil; Islam's Position on Polygamy; Islam's Position on Homosexuality; Fasting - A Way of Life; People of the Interval; Why People Accept Islam; Islam and Terrorism; Reply To Critics; and General Issues of Faith From The Fundamentals of The Salafee Creed

COURSES AVAILABLE AT ISLAMIC ONLINE UNIVERSITY (IOU)

Moral Foundations of Islamic Culture (Clash of Western Civilization & Islamic Civilization, Cultural Islam and Islamic Culture, Sources of Cultural Islam, Sources of Islamic Culture, Pillars of Islam and Emaan)

Intro to Da’wah: Contemporary Issues (Polygamy, Child marriage, Forced Marriage, Guardians, Divorce, Hijaab, Inheritance, Crime and Punishment, Music, The Arts, Foods, Smoking, Cloning)
Fundamentals of Islamic Studies (Intro to Fundamentals of ‘Aqeedah
Intro to Fundamentals of Tafseer) 
Fundamentals of Islamic Studies (Intro to Fundamentals of Hadeeth
Intro to Fundamentals of Fiqh)
Fundamentals of Da’wah (The Caller, The Call and The Called, 
The Obligation of Da’wah)
Fundamentals of Seerah I (The Makkan Period)
Fundamentals of Seerah II (The Hijrah)
Intro to Arabic (Arabic Reading and Writing)

Intro to Arabic Grammar I (Definite and Indefinite article; Nominative Accusative and Genitive cases; Verb “to be”; Proper nouns and prepositions; Interrogative pronouns, Attached pronouns; the Nominal sentence; Genders; Plurals; Adjectives; Relative adjectives; Present participles and Idaafah constructions.)
Intro to Arabic Grammar II (Demonstrative pronouns; Relatives of Aboo;Perfect tense of verbs Kaana, laysa and Qaala; Relative clauses; Plurals: Sound Masculine and Feminine, and Broken)

Information taken from Dr. Abu Ameenah Bilal Philips website http://www.bilalphilips.com




