	Two Day Intensive Course 

FOR WOMAN BY WOMAN
	WOMEN’S CONFERENCE



	A Two-Day Intensive exchange of ideas took place immediately after the Girls Qur’an competition. Approximately 30 sisters from the Auckland area listened to interesting lectures at Zayed College for Girls on Sunday, 10th and Monday, 11th July 2005, on pertinent issues affecting them. 

“The course on the history of western perceptions of hijab was absolutely fascinating, as it dealt with the components of hijab. This topic covered everything from the legal aspects to averting the gaze, travel and the voice of women,” was the observation made by Sr. Robina Dean, the organiser of this event and Director of Zayed College for Girls. Other relevant topics dealt with were on menstruation, contraception and abortion. These topics were thoroughly addressed from the point of view of all four mathab (schools of thought).

The course was presented by Umm (mother) Abdurrahman and Sr. Amatullah Abdullah form the Darr Aisha Shariah College in Sydney. Darr Aisha Shariah College is a small college for Women, which opened in 2004. Their main emphasis is on teaching the Glorious Qur'an, Aqeedah, Fiqh, Tafseer, Sciences of Qur’an & Hadith, 40 hadith of Nawawi, Fiqh el Sirah and Tarbeyah. They are under the expert guidance of Shaykh Abdel Moez al Hassany al Nafti, the Imam of DarTahfizul Qur'an, in Lakemba, and also an accomplished scholar of Tunisia, Syria, & the Al-Azhar University in Cairo.
 

They run part- time courses in Lakemba, Sydney for women. “Our aim is to unify Muslims into one Ummah, through traditional Islamic knowledge. Daar Aisha Shariah College is an independent non-political organisation and is not affiliated to any particular group or faction. We are dedicated to the dissemination of traditional Islamic knowledge,” were the comments made by Umm Abdurrahman.
There were some very encouraging comments made by the participants:

“The fact that you combined the social, the New Zealand law and the Shariah gave me a better understanding of the topic.”

“This event was well organised, you kept to timing, and the interesting presentation was backed with researched information and extensive daleels and relevant statistics. The current and historical events were well presented.”

“Amazing depth, wonderful to hear the right things, with sound backup – really beneficial.”

As the feed back was positive, more courses are planned for the future-Alhamdulillah
 

FUTURE MEETINGS

Also, there is a Muslim Women's hui planned for 13th August this year at Zayed College for Girls. It will be for women and it is hoped that many Muslim and non-Muslim women will attend. “We are planning on inviting a broad spectrum of female speakers such as Hon. Tariana Turia, Julie Watson (Race relations Office), Helma van der Lans (CEO Framework Trust), myself (on History of Muslims in NZ) and researchers, Ruth de Souza, Sonia Veelenturf and hopefully, Sh Abdel Moez's wife,”  advised Sr. R M Dean, the Director of Zayed College. 

For more information, please contact Zayed College for Girls

Ph: (09) 255 0904

Fax: (09) 255 0960

Email: admin@zayedcollege.school.nz


	The Islamic Women's Council of New Zealand held its Annual Women's Conference in April this year. The conference was well attended with about 50 women from around the country gathering at Cashmere High school in Christchurch. With a theme of 'Islamic Education', the conference involved a variety of reflections from various speakers. Topics of discussion covered; education in the home; distinguishing between culture and religion; the Muslim Reverts Association; the nature of divine and acquired knowledge; the significance of Masjid al Aqsa; Muslim identity in dress and behaviour; converts in New Zealand and experiences for Muslims in the South Island, to name a few. 

Of particular interest to many, was the experience of Sister Fiona who described her fascinating journey to Nigeria, and subsequently, Islam. In attending a conference in the country, she marvelled at the level of commitment Muslims had in their worshipping of the Almighty Allah through the five daily prayers. Proving enough to secure her interest and inspiration, she went on to learn more about the religion and the beauty of the faith, eventually leading to her conversion. On visiting a number of learning institutions in the country, she noted the inadequacy of reading materials available to students. Sister Fiona went on to start an initiative involving the collection of second- hand books to be distributed to schools and universities in Nigeria. The collection was so successful that distribution extended to the Pacific Islands as well. Stressing on the Islamic principle of giving, she told of how her children gave away their own books and invited everyone else to do the same for the cause. Her story has been covered by both the Readers Digest and New Zealand Women's Weekly. 

Overall, the conference was a success, bringing Muslim women from all over the country together again to share their knowledge, experiences and ideas. “It was really good, well organised, had a nice environment, a wonderful setting, and a good mix of various ethnicities, converts, and differing age groups,” said Sister Nasreen Hannif of Auckland, about the event. "The great thing about it is that every year the quality of the conference improves with fresh ideas, new speakers each time around, and new women from all communities taking part. It is also a great way to build a solid network of Muslim women in the country," she reflected. The conference provided an effective forum for key issues and ideas to be discussed by all. The key message expressed throughout the 3 day affair, stressed on the significance of balancing Islamic education within the home, along with the often more valued secular education. In other words, Islamic knowledge should be the foundation of every Muslim's daily and lifelong pursuit and the raising of children ought to be grounded in this principle. 

The conference has been held annually since 1991 when the IWCNZ was formed. The organisation was developed to address the growing need for female representation at an official level in the community and to provide a forum for addressing Muslim women's issues and needs. IWCNZ is a branch of the Federation of Islamic Associations of New Zealand and has co-ordinators at national and local levels. Two representatives also participate in the FIANZ AGM every year where a report on the conference is presented. The IWCNZ has also been responsible for organising Annual Muslim Girls Camps since 1993. Every year the location of the conference rotates to another city to motivate and give the opportunity for local women to attend. Plans are already being made for the next women's conference to be held possibly, in Hamilton.




	Second Annual 

GIRL’S QUR’AN COMPETITION
	NISA with Yvonne Ridley

	The Second Annual Women’s Qur’an competition was held on Saturday, 9th July 2005, at Zayed College for Girls, in Mangere, Auckland.

There were over 20 competitors in the two categories. This competition provided an opportunity for women to come together to celebrate the Glorious Qur'an. This competition was open to all sisters from age 12 years onwards. They competed in two categories. The first category was for those who memorised Juz Ama (the 30th part) and the second category was for the ones who memorised both Juz Ama and Juz Tabarak (Chapter 30 and 29) of the Glorious Qur'an. This is indeed a very taxing task as Chapter 30 contains 37 verses ranging from 4 to 40 ayat (sentences or signs) and Chapter 29 contains 11 long verses, containing 30 to 50 ayat. Some of the verses in chapter 30 are recited in the five daily prayers in the life of a Muslim. However, most Muslims on average, have memorised approximately 20 verses, which they repeat in their five daily prayers.

The winners were selected not only for recalling these verses from their memory but also reciting them with full tajweed (correct intonation). 

The winners of Category One were:

GOLD AWARDS

Third - Sr. Umm Eyad, Samar Khlaif

Second - Sr. Souha Chamma and

First - Sr. Zainab Arwani

SILVER AWARDS

Third - Sr. Eman Zalat

Second - Sr. Ahed Akil

First - Sr. Azza Arwani

Winners -Category Two

GOLD AWARDS

Third - Sr. Layyinah Lateef

Second - Sr. Fatima Bham

First - Sr. Umm Wail, Ghalia Al-Jammal

SILVER AWARDS

Third - Sr.Arwa Al-Zuabi

Second - Sr. Umm Bakr, Wafaa Al-Aallak

First - Sr. Nargi Nazif

Each participant received a medallion and the winners received a trophy each. These awards were mainly in acknowledgement and recognition of the effort and dedication shown by the young girls and elder Sisters for learning to memorise the Qur’an with full Tajweed. 

What was particularly pleasing and fun to see were the mothers competing against their own daughters. The young girls’ achievements are reflective of their mother’s love and attachment to the Glorious Qur'an. The mothers certainly have such a positive influence when they love Al-Quran. This also reflects the beautiful relationship that exists in the home between the mother and their daughters.

The enthusiasm of the competitors and feelings of admiration by the audience filled the atmosphere during the lunch break. Over a plate of delicious food, were a happy exchange of words of praises, adoration and respect for all the participants and their parents.
	 

The Muslim Association of Canterbury is delighted to host the Inaugural National Islamic Sisterhood Assembly (NISA) on Friday 22 July from 2 pm to 9.30 pm and Saturday 23 July from 9.30 am to 6.30 pm at the Addington School Hall, 22 Brougham St, Christchurch. 

 

NISA

NISA is a transliteration of the Arabic word for women and it is also the title of the fourth chapter of the Glorious Qur'an. The gathering called NISA will unite Muslim women from all over New Zealand as well as women of other faiths who wish to learn and understand more about Islam and the religious and cultural face of Muslim women.  

NISA is Muslim women being proactive promoting the physical, spiritual and intellectual values of Islam.

 

SR YVONNE RIDLEY

“We are excited to have Sister Yvonne Ridley travelling from Britain as our keynote speaker. She is the British journalist who gained fame in 2001 when she was imprisoned in Afghanistan by the Taliban and who later converted to Islam following her return to Britain,” were the enthusiastic words of Sr. Jane Taylor, the Director of NISA. Sister Yvonne is an entertaining speaker and the topics she addresses are very interesting. Her opening address is entitled Muslim Women vs Western Women and her second talk is From Kabul to the Ka’aba.
 

OTHER HIGHLIGHTS OF NISA

Other highlights of NISA include a multi cultural concert showcasing some of the many cultures united by Islam, workshops, talks by local sisters and an art display. And ma sha’allah due to the generosity of members of the community every participant in NISA will receive a beautiful gift consisting of Islamic books, a calendar featuring uplifting Islamic knowledge and a bag printed with the NISA logo.  

 

“We are looking forward to shared meals and prayers together and insha’allah (GOD willing) strengthening the bonds of sisterhood that unite us,” were the welcoming words of Sr. Jane, who is also the Women’s Coordinator for the Muslim Association of Canterbury (MAC) 

COME AND MEET Sr YVONNE RIDLEY

There is an opportunity for everyone to meet Sr. Yvonne Ridley on Tuesday 26 July from 7-9pm in the Great Hall of the Arts Centre, Christchurch, when she delivers a public lecture entitled In the Hands of the Taliban.
 

CONTACT DETAILS

For more information please contact the Muslim Association of Canterbury at www.mac.net.nz 




