	SOUTH PACIFIC ISLAMIC CENTRE



	We were very impressed with the architectural picture of the South Pacific Islamic Centre, which is presently under construction at 91 Westney Road, Mangere, Auckland. Its close proximity to the airport will reassure visiting Muslims of the presence of the Ummah in New Zealand and could also be used as a point of contact to other Muslim individuals or organisations.

The September 11 New York incidents had an adverse effect on the original plans of this Centre. The original Islamic centre of $7.5 million had to be downsized and trimmed within the availability of funds. “Regardless of this set back, we have gone ahead with phase one and make dua to the Merciful Giver (Subhanahu Wa Ta’ala) to open the hearts of the Ummah for us to complete and also enjoy this years Taraweeh prayer in this facility –inshallah,” were the wishes expressed by Br. Abdul Elah ,one of the dedicated workers on this project. 

This Centre will remove the pressure of the salaat congestion of the two classrooms provided by Al Madinah School. At the moment Al Madinah School provides facilities for the 5 daily salaats and a capacity provision for the Jummah (Friday) Congregational Prayer. There are approximately 500 Muslim families residing within a radius of 15 kilometres of this Centre.


	The adjusted plan was designed with minimum facilities, which will cost in the region of one million dollars. There will be a general prayer hall accommodating 350 men and the ladies prayer hall, accommodating 100 ladies. Two adjacent classes have also been provided to accommodate the overflow of the main prayer area as well as providing educational facilities. There will also be two separate toilet and ablution facilities. Two kitchens have been planned for the meal provisions of the male and female participants to the centre. “This is a facility we are providing for the community and we will be very pleased if it could be used to its maximum for the benefit of making our people more conscious of their way of life – which is practising Islam,” said Abdul Elah.

“We take this opportunity of thanking all our donors for their continued contributions towards this Centre. The wishes of the many generous donors to remain anonymous are laudable, as it is their firm intention to gain from the hasanah (rewards) of the Hereafter. I make an appeal for all Brothers and Sisters living in New Zealand to seize this opportunity in sharing this hasanah,” was the closing appeal made by Br. Elah.

The Centre has drawn up a detailed list of their needs and requirements and will be happy to share this with anyone who wishes to donate in cash or kind.


	CONTACT DETAILS

Br. Abdul Elah  telephone – (09) 256 0341

Br. Salah –    (09) 256 1065

Email: zcg@xtra.co.nz
website: www.islamiccentre.com


