	NAKHLISTAN – OASIS


It was late afternoon on the 11th November, 2004 (that is the 29th day of Ramadaan -month of fasting) in Cape Town. A number of families packed their picnic baskets and headed for Signal Hill (a Hill overlooking the harbour and Robbin Island). Signal Hill provides an unobstructed view of the northern sky for the sighting of the crescent of the new moon of Shaawal, the tenth month on the Islamic Calendar marking the end of the month of Ramadaan.  

Immediately after sunset, the families broke their fast with a date as well as keeping a glued eye above the sunset area for the sighting of the new moon. The silence of these sky gazers was soon interrupted with, “Alhamdoelillah, alhamdoelillah (all praises to the Lord) I have spotted the new moon.” This attracted other gazers to assemble around the person who broke the silence. Fingers were pointing in the direction of the new moon amid cries of happiness and words of welcoming the festival of Eid-ul-Fitr. The children excitedly ran around announcing that the day had come for them to wear their new clothes. Mothers were seen discussing the preparation of the Eid dinners with their daughters, while fathers were preparing to offer their Magrib Salaat (after sunset prayer) on the slopes of Signal Hill. 

After prayers, mobile phones were beeping numbers of people in the greater Cape Town area and beyond, to announce the sighting of the new moon. One of these messages reached Br Mohammad Shukoor Mowzer, the President of Nakhlistan, who had been running a feeding scheme for the poor and the destitute for the past 21 years in Cape Town. He in turn alerted his huge team of voluntary workers that the Eid-ul-Fitr dinner preparations were on. This alert mobilised a large team of volunteers; chefs, handy persons, helpers, fire stokers, carriers, transporters and onlookers to gather at an assigned car park of a school in Rylands, a suburb of Cape Town. 

Vans, trucks and cars started rolling up to offload their consignments: 4,200kg of ready cut meat; 4000kg Potatoes; 1400kg Onions; 625kg of White Rice,; 1940 sachets of spices; 117 bottles of 1.5 lit Coke; 400 cartons of Buttermilk ; 25,000 pieces of barbeque firewood and 117 Pots of 100 litres capacity.

At about 10:00 pm after a short prayer of blessing by the Imaam (the prayer leader), 117 fires were lit. The car park area turned into rows and rows of stacked fires sending smoke and trailing sparks into the night sky. As soon as the fires were raging at their fiercest, the 117 huge pots were placed on stands over these fires and the preparation of the favourite Akhni (a mixture of rice, meat and potatoes in mouth watering spices) was on its way. Different chefs took control of a few pots and with the help of assistants moved from pot to pot to add the various ingredients. It was a carnival atmosphere with sponsors tending their pots, donated cool drinks in plentiful supply and T.V cameras covering the occasion. At around 3 o’clock in the morning, it was the chefs who, after tasting the food, declared that all was ready for dispatching to the various organisations. This food would cater for approximately 40,000 people in the Cape Town area.

Br M. S. Mowzer, the chief organiser, gave us a brief background of the Nakhlistan Services to the community of Cape Town. “The name Nakhlistan has its origin in the Persian language. It means Oasis, a place from which sustenance is received after enduring a journey filled with lessons of sacrifice and preservation for the pleasure of ALLAH (Subhanahu Wa Ta'ala). On Eid-ul-Fitr we hope to bring the same relief to the less privileged and the needy here in Cape Town,” was the clarification received from Br. Mowzer.

He went on to give us a brief background of his organisation.

Nakhlistan is a non-profit Organisation that had been established in 1984 and was founded by the late Dawood Parker, Sheikh Sa’adullah Khan, Shukoor Mowzer and a few friends. They started by cooking 2 pots of food with the aim of spreading joy and happiness experienced by Muslims on the occasion of Eid-ul-Fitr, to the needy and destitute. This action gives meaning to the long and intensive training undertaken by Muslims in the month of Ramadaan.

The community of shopkeepers and many individuals come forward and donate cash or kind towards the preparation of the Akhni. Most of the contributions are from the compulsory fitra money donated by the people. The prepared food is distributed free of charge to various masajids (mosque), Madaris (schools), various homes for the weak and destitute and even the prisons.

The need is growing larger each year. “In 2003 we prepared and distributed 105 pots of food, in 2005 we distributed 117 pots and I am sure this year it will increase to close on to 130 pots. In addition to the cooked food, we also distributed 1940 Fitra food parcels to the value of R68.00 per parcel and 269 envelopes containing R70.00 each. Iftar (breaking fast meal) is supplied to two centres for the entire month of Ramadaan. Our winter soup kitchen in the very poor areas is continuously active.”

 “We also respond to the immediate need of the people in any disaster area,” were his concluding remarks.

The readers of Al Mujaddid convey their congratulations and we make supplication to ALLAH (Subhanahu Wa Ta'ala) to reward you Br. Mohammad Shukoor Mowzer, the many volunteers involved and the greater Muslim community of Cape Town, South Africa, who bring this extra ‘Eid-ul-Fitr Cheer’ into the hearts of many who are unable to provide a meal for their loved ones.

	SOUTH EAST ASIA EARTH QUAKE

	by Tayyaba Khan


On 8th October at approximately 8.30 am Pakistan, India and Afghanistan were shaken by yet another natural disaster that made world news. An earthquake with a magnitude of 7.6 devastated the surrounding areas from the Indian - controlled Kashmir, to Pakistan - controlled Kashmir and affected Jalalabad in Afghanistan.

The Pakistan Association of New Zealand (PANZ) was quick to respond to this disaster. Br. Naveed Hamid (President) and his executive quickly met to decide on a plan of action. Within a matter of days PANZ had been in contact with NZ Aid, the Red Cross and other relief organizations to collaborate efforts in supporting the victims of the quake. PANZ also got local media coverage to gain the support of the wider general public, as well as utilizing different community networks to raise funds.

On Friday the 14th of October, 52 PANZ volunteers hit the local mosques to collect funds and it is reported that approximately $17,000 was collected on that day. There have also been efforts by enthusiastic volunteers who have been collecting money at various malls through out the Auckland region.

Al-Mujaddid was also fortunate to have interviewed a recently returned local father who was in Pakistan at the time of the Quake. Mr Khan, who is a Pakistani and has been a citizen of New Zealand for the past 16 years, had some interesting views to share when interviewed on how it felt to be in a country hit by such a massive earthquake. “I was at the airport, and there were people trying to get flights closer to the disaster area so they could 

help out. I was told by one passenger that at Islamabad airport they had arranged buses for volunteers to get them closer to the disaster area.” A disaster that shook the world has brought Pakistanis closer. Mr Khan recalls seeing people with no shoes catching buses and whatever means of transport they could find simply to help the victims and help to search for survivors.

Our reporter also received a sms messages from a Pakiwi sister who happened to be in Pakistan at the moment. The sms had the following message for New Zealanders', "4 earthquake ppl sending $ frm overseas but plz remembr in mountain areas it'l snow in 10 days, time's critical, roads wil be closed, thy need thngs. Pakistan's run out of tents. APPEAL 4 snowproof tents. QUAKE SURVIVORS WILL DIE OF COLD!! they need enuf food/water stored 2 last them thru winter. frm da collectd money buy thngs & send them ASAP"

PANZ has an account set up for anyone who would like to donate to the relief fund. If you would like to contribute cash please use the following account:
Name:            Pakistan Association Inc
Account No:  03 0118 0133861 00
Bank:             Westpac

If you can donate clothing or medicines please drop them off at:
26 Mangere Rd, Otahuhu, Auckland.

“And be sure We shall test you with some fear and hunger, some loss in goods, lives, and the fruits (of your hard work), but give glad news to those who patiently persevere. And (to

 those) when afflicted with calamity say: “To Allah we belong, and truly, to Him is our return” (Qur’an – 2:155,156) 

“They are those on whom (descends the) blessing from Allah, and (HIS) Mercy, and they are the ones who receive guidance.” (Qur’an: 2:157)

Al Mujaddid and its team, wish to convey their heartfelt sympathies to all those who have suffered in this tragedy. We make an appeal to all, to please keep donating to these worthy organizations that have taken on the task of providing the much-needed assistance to these traumatised victims. 

We also wish to thank individuals and the general public of New Zealand who have poured their hearts out towards the needs of these victims. We humbly supplicate and ask ALLAH (Subhanahu Wa Ta'ala) to shower his mercy on those who have died, protection to all those who continue to suffer and speed up the desperately needed help to all the victims of this tragedy.

CONTACT DETAILS

Br. Shahid Azad – 027 273 7903

Email: shahidazad@yahoo.com
	TALK BY SR. YVONNE RIDLEY

	Report by Adam H Jogee


The compassion and warmth in her voice were unmistakable, yet her eyes mirrored a steely determination as she welcomed over 100 members of her new “family’ who crowded into the auditorium of Zayed College for Girls to listen to her message on 30 June 2005.
“To be a revert is difficult in these troubled times in which we live.” Sr Yvonne Ridley’s opening remarks set the tone for her no- holds- barred address, which she so eloquently delivered. Her thrust was direct and decisive.

Our survival as Muslims depended on recognising who our enemy was and recent events pointed to the transgressor as being the United States of America, whose “war on terror” was now being directed and waged against us. In the light of the USA’s long and bloody history, atrocities of 9/11 came as no surprise and could have been committed by a number of people or groups. Describing herself as a “friend of the USA”, Sr Yvonne said this stance should not detract from her criticising both the USA and Britain as suffering “political amnesia” and not being party to the peaceful and friendly nation tags they so persistently hung over their names.

She pointed out that the USA was engaged in warfare every year for the past fifty years and had bombed no less than twenty countries during this period. She described the country‘s military as “reckless” whose F15 bombers had waged campaigns across the globe resulting in the loss of thousands of lives. It was the only nation to have used nuclear bombs against civilian targets. Japan was on the brink of 

capitulation during World War II, yet Hiroshima and Nagasaki suffered almost total annihilation. It was ironic too, that US marines deployed chemical weapons in the form of MK77 to subdue Iraqis in Fallujah. The USA’s military arsenal and weapons stockpile were not indicative of that of a peaceful country. It is responsible for the deaths of 6 million people in Third World nations and has undertaken over 3000 major covert operations in full contempt of International Law. Over 1.2 billion Muslims are now the new targets.

These bloody campaigns are carried out under the guise of protecting national security. It was incredible, she said, that personalities such as Yusuf Islam (formerly pop star Cat Stevens ), Badawi , and others had been victims of  US paranoia and had, had travel restrictions placed on them. Guantanamo remains a festering “boil” on the track record of human rights and the now notorious Abu Ghraib scandal has caused irreparable damage. Over 40 Muslims had been detained without trial in British prisons and over 2000 languish in jails around the world suffering torture and humiliation under American orders. Sr. Yvonne, alluding to her capture at the hands of the Taliban in Afghanistan, expressed relief that it was this much maligned group rather than President George Bush who had held her captive.

Yvonne Ridley praised the New Zealand government for its stance on Iraq and commendable record on human rights. She did however refer to the much-publicised outbursts of Hon. Winston Peters as “bile”, and a man

 who should be brought to account for spreading the seeds of discontent.

Sr. Yvonne likened the behaviour of President Bush to “the sheriff of Dodge City”, an obvious reference to the gunslingers that terrorised the American Wild West. The US media was too tame to tackle Bush. Koffi Annan of the UN was often critical but otherwise ineffective and the respected statesman Nelson Mandela had also been openly critical of the American President. But being President of the richest country in the world means, “never having to say you’re sorry.”

Bush should have read his father’s memoirs to appreciate that the costs of going to war were too high and that there was no viable exit strategy. She stressed that she was not an enemy or traitor to the West, but that the enemy lay “within.” When one’s freedom and dignity were under attack, one must not sit back and look on. The pain we feel should motivate us to do something, even if it’s as simple a chore as writing a letter. We are attacked for speaking the truth but I will continue to fight for social justice for everyone,” she boldly declared. “Evil will triumph when good men do nothing.”

She labelled Bush a “traitor” whose government was one in a long line who had funded Israel’s military programme, which now had the fourth most powerful arsenal in the world. The war in Iraq had divided nations and had incensed the Arab world. Mercifully, New Zealand had not been seduced into joining and she saluted Hon. Helen Clark’s stance.

She described Osama bin Laden as a man who “could not be ignored”

and whose vendetta with the West, “had all to do with the actions of the USA, notably in Palestine and Iraq.”  Despite warnings from eleven different countries, which went unheeded, the tragedy of 9/11, like Pearl Harbour, came as no surprise. It is time for Bush and his “oil Mafia” to be removed from office and indicted for treason. She questioned the definition of “terrorist” and against whom this badge of notoriety should really be pinned.  She reminded the audience that only fifteen years ago one could be jailed for praising Nelson Mandela. This statesman, who is now internationally respected, has warned that Bush will lead the world into the next holocaust. A chilling prediction borne out by her witnessing 

the massacres of families in Janin at the outset of the Palestinian onslaught.

Resistance is the only answer. Put your sentiments to paper and flood the media offices. Even if one letter was published, it would be worth the effort. She demanded, “zero tolerance to the likes of Bush and Winston Peters,” and urged the congregation to send letters, phone-in and speak out against the injustices. Do it for your brothers and sisters in Guantanamo, in Abu Ghraib, in Palestine. Boycott companies such as Coca Cola and Starbucks and those that lend support and fund the Zionist cause. Educate your children so that they are aware of their rights, duties and obligations. One should never underestimate one’s power. After all, it takes but one snowflake to start an avalanche.
