	A LETTER TO THE CULTURE THAT RAISED ME

	by Yasmin Mogahed*


“With my veil I put my faith on display - rather than my beauty. My value as a human is defined by my relationship with God, not by my looks. So I cover the irrelevant. And when you look at me, you don’t see a body. You view me only for what I am: a servant of my Creator."

Growing up, you read me the Ugly Duckling. And for years I believed that was me. I am a woman - that ugly duckling among men. For so long you taught me I was nothing more than a bad copy of the standard.

I couldn’t run as fast or lift as much. I didn’t make the same money and I cried too often. I grew up in a man’s world where I didn’t belong.

And when I couldn’t be him, I wanted only to please him. I put on your make-up and wore your short skirts. I gave my life, my body, my dignity, for the cause of being pretty. I knew that no matter what I did, I was worthy only to the degree that I could please and be beautiful for my master. And so I spent my life on the cover of Cosmo and gave my body for you to sell.

I was a slave, but you taught me I was free. I was your object, but you swore it was success. You taught me that my purpose in life was to be on display, to attract, and be beautiful for men. You had me believe that my body was created to market your cars. And you raised me to think I was an ugly duckling.

But you lied.

Islam tells me, I’m a swan. I’m different - it’s meant to be that way. And my body, my soul, was created for something more.

God says in the Quran: ‘O mankind, We created you from a single (pair) of a male and a female and made you into nations and tribes, that you may know one another (not that you may despise each other). Verily, the most honoured of you in the sight of God is the one who is most righteous” (Quran 49:13).

So I am honoured. But it is not by my relationship to men. My value as a woman is not measured by the size of my waist or the number of men who like me. My worth as a human being is measured on a higher scale: a scale of righteousness and piety. And my purpose in life - despite what the fashion magazines say - is something more sublime than just looking good for men.

And so God tells me to cover myself, to hide my beauty and to tell the world that I’m not here to please men with my body; I’m here to please God.

God elevates the dignity of a woman’s body by commanding that it be respected and covered, shown only to the deserving - only to the man I marry.

So to those who wish to ‘liberate’ me, I have only one thing to say: Thanks, but no thanks.

I’m not here to be on display. And my body is not for public consumption. I will not be reduced to an object, or a pair of legs to sell shoes. I’m a soul, a mind, a servant of God. My worth is defined by the beauty of my soul, my heart, my moral character. So, I won’t worship your beauty standards, and I don’t submit to your fashion sense. My submission is to something higher.

With my veil I put my faith on display - rather than my beauty. My value as a human is defined by my relationship with God, not by my looks. So I cover the irrelevant. And when you look at me, you don’t see a body. You view me only for what I am: a servant of my Creator.

So you see, as a Muslim woman, I’ve been liberated from a silent kind of bondage. I don’t answer to the slaves of God on earth. I answer to their King.

*Yasmin Mogahed is an Egyptian-American free-lance writer. Her article on a female prayer leaders appeared in the 27th issue of al mujaddid. It is by popular request that we have included another of her articles. 

Her email address is (sona_mogahed@yahoo.com) and kindly write 'feedback' in the subject so that it can get filed correctly.

	MUSLIM WOMEN’S HUI

	As reported by Zayed College for Girls


A Hui for women was hosted by Zayed College for Girls on 13 August 2005. The focus of the hui was to build bridges between women of different cultures, religions and geographical areas.

Guest speakers included the honorable Tariana Turia who related experiences of Maori being sidelined by mainstream European values and roles and the effect that had on the tangata whenua.

CEO of the Framework Trust Helma van der Lan spoke of her love for the people of New Zealand and the welcome they gave her when she arrived in the country and Julie Watson from the Race Relations Office presented vignettes of the experiences of a variety of people who are viewed as ‘other’ in New Zealand.

Researchers and other academics spoke about a range of topics including the stigma associated with hijab and the experiences of Muslim mothers trying to maintain family and Islamic values and cultural practices with their daughters whilst settling into a different culture. 

During discussion times and over lunch women aired their own experiences, concerns and stresses associated with fitting into a different society. 

Other hui are being planned where women can get together explore and discuss problems, successes and changes being made to successfully take a role in New Zealand society..

	Girls Group in Christchurch

	United Muslimah of Canterbury


The United Muslimahs of Canterbury (UMC) are a Muslim girls youth group formed earlier this year by a group of young Canterbrian Muslimahs. Our main goals are to provide the young Muslimahs of Canterbury with Islamic etiquettes and knowledge according to Qur’an and Sunnah, unite the young muslimahs of Canterbury and also provide them with a halal means of activities and fun in a halal environment.

In July, we elected a committee consisting of a President, Vice-President, Secretary, Treasurer and two Activities Directors that meet every fortnight to discuss club issues and arrange activities. The regular activities are the fortnightly Saturday gatherings with an Islamic lesson and games at Masjid An-Nur as well as weekly Qur’an recitation lessons on Fridays. UMC aims to arrange an annual summer camp

 planned to take place in Christchurch in January 2006. 

We have also created an online Yahoo! group that serves as a communication tool among members which features a calendar for updates and a database for member contact lists and files. Please note that this website is accessible strictly to registered members only.

As of date, we have approximately 35 registered members and many more on our email list. All girls are welcome to join UMC or just come along and be part of the fun! For those who wish to receive a registration form or for any other enquiries, please contact Ayesha at desertrose281@gmail.com or mobile 027-3226694.
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ZAYED COLLEGE FOR GIRLS

ENROLLING NOW FOR 2006

Zayed College for Girls offers key curriculum subjects, as well as Islamic studies and Arabic language, for NCEA.

The College seeks students who wish to grow in faith and achieve success in academic, physical, emotional and      

               spiritual dimensions to prepare them for their future lives.

Contact the school for more details:

ZAYED COLLEGE FOR GIRLS

PO BOX 43251, AUCKLAND, NEW ZEALAND

Tel: 64 9 255-0904, Fax: 64 9 255-0960

E-mail: admin@zayedcollege.school.nz
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