
	MAC Progress Report August 2004 until September 2005


In this report we wish to acquaint the readers of Al Mujaddid with the many activities that MAC was engaged in during the year, thereby fulfilling some of the requirements of their constitution. Under the heading of Aims and Objectives the following activities were undertaken:
	1) In establishing the pillars of faith and Islam in the community, the following activities were completed; Spreading Islamic Knowledge:


· Considerable literature on Islam in the form of Books (especially the Holy Quran), audio and video materials were procured by submitting grant applications to Dawa organizations in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and Malaysia. Such materials have been distributed free of charge to the community in Canterbury and New Zealand at large.

· Organizing seminars at the mosque.

· MAC reviewed, designed and printed two Books entitled (New Course for New Muslim; The Basic Principle of Islam)

Establishment of Salat. 

· MAC experienced a problem in this area as we did not have a resident Imam.
· The performance of the five daily Salaat was conducted by various members of the Jamaat, such as, Sheikh Ismail and Brs. Abed El-Rashid, Mazin and others
· 05 May 2005- a special Salaat Committee was formed.

· The Imam position was filled on 15 July 2005 by Sheikh Hamzah who speaks Arabic, English and Malay.
· Eid ul-Fitr prayer was performed at Hagley Park opposite the Mosque. The weather was beautiful and the community enjoyed the open air Eid environment. However Eid-Al Adha was held at the centre.
· The monthly prayer schedule was prepared and widely distributed among the community via hard copies and through the internet.
· MAC was delighted in assisting the Halal Slaughtermen to remove the offending Prayer Clause from the Halal Slaughtermen Employment Contract.ices







































































































Facilitation of Fasting of Ramadhan

· Two Scholars from Egypt were invited for the Ramadan program.

· Meals were prepared for the whole month and served to the community. Many brothers worked as a team to make this possible. 

· Night prayers were performed during Ramadan.
· Zakat Al Fitr was also handled.
Hajj Programme:

· MAC facilitated the hajj arrangements for 8 people (seven brothers and one sister) by providing letters of reference as part of the visa applications and also submitting the grant applications for hajj to the State of Qatar.

	2) Category 3: Promote unity and cooperation among members and the Muslims at large. Under this aim MAC arranged the Ramadhan religious and social activities as well as many Educational gatherings comprising of lectures and entertainment.


Camp/Children Program

· 2nd MAC CAMP for MUSLIMAHS was held from 17 –19 Jan 2005.
· South Island Youth Camp: On 25 March 2005 a group of Christchurch youth participated in the South Island Annual Muslim Youth Camp
· Girls Group: The first Muslimah Youth Group meeting took place on Friday 25 March . More than 40 young girls attended this meeting.
· United Muslimah's of Christchurch: Our Muslimah youth group met again on Saturday 7 May in the Masjid from 6 to 8pm.
· Zoo Trip- inline with the NISA event the children were taken for a zoo trip on 22 July 2005

Qu'ran Competition

· 3rd October 2004- the Qur’an Competition was held at the centre for the children
· Girls Qur’an Competition was held on Saturday, 29 October 2004, after Dhohur prayer. A NZ$250 prize was given to the winner.
· July 2005- Br. Abdulrahman Aden Ibrahim completed memorizing the Quran. $150 was awarded to him. 

Conferences

National Islamic Sisterhood Assembly (NISA) was held on July 05 at Addington School, Christchurch

2nd National Islamic Convert Conference (NICC) was held at the end of July 05 at Zayed College, Auckland.

Other Activities:

· Support for a TV Islamic programme (Voice of Islam TV) to broadcast in Canterbury with the initiative of Br Mohamed Thompson.
· Hosting Overseas Scholar Visit: On 20 May 2005 the association hosted Sheikh Khalid Yasin for a three days visit. 

· MAC Monthly Social Gathering & Friends Open Day: on 29 May a social gathering was held at the centre.

· Special Prayers for the Tsunami victims was held on 31 Dec 2004.
· MAC initiated the Tsunami Relief Fundraising Drive.
	3) Category 4: Establish and operate institutions to meet the needs of it’s members.


· Centre Development: Building consent together with Resource consent to develop the land at 101 Deans Avenue had been established in the previous years. An application to extend such consents have been submitted and approved by CCC.

· Cemetery allocation and design: MAC has been working with the Christchurch City Council on the new cemetery for the Muslim community in Christchurch. Dr. Mohamed Alayan has been the contact person of this project.

· Funeral Package: Through Br. Ismail Waja, Editor of Al Mujaddid Newspaper, MAC invested $4000 to own its funeral package. Since then MAC has been providing free funeral services to its community that helped save more than $1700 per funeral. The Package has been proven very useful,with the community members expressing their appreciation.

	4) Category 5: Promote good relations and understandings between Muslims and non-Muslims and present the true picture of Islam. Under this aim the following activities had been performed:


· Open Days: Two Open Days were held. One on 10 Oct 2004 with the theme “RAMADAN.” The second was held on 14 August 2005 organised by the Girls Youth Group. The Mosque was visited by around 1000 people from the Christchurch public. The centre has hosted six open days where more than 7000 people from the Christchurch public visited the Mosque. 

· Maori Party:A visit by Co-leaders of the Maori Party; Tariana Turia and Dr Pita Sharples on 29 August 2004
· Youth Visit: On 06 September 2004 the centre was visited by a group of young boys and girls, to learn more about the Islamic cultures, as they were planning to visit Turkey 
· Meat Industry Association Visit: The Chief Executive Ms Caryll Shailer of the Meat Industry Association of New Zealand visited the Mosque on 14 September 2004 by invitation of MAC and to orientate the Meat Industry on the importance of the daily prayer of the Halal Slaughter men Employment Contract. This was corrected due to MAC stand.
· NZ Police Visit: On Thursday 23 September 2004 Constable Rakesh Naidoo, Asian People Community Relations Office, Canterbury District Headquarters, NZ Police visited the centre
· Hornby Ladies Probus Club: 40 ladies who came to learn more about Islam and Muslims in general from Hornby Ladies Probus Club visit the centre on 27 Sep 2004.
· Youth & Cultural Development Society (YCD) Life Skills courses visited the centre on 19 Nov 2004.
· Hon Marc Alexander, Member of New Zealand Parliament from the United Future visited the Mosque on Monday 29 Nov 04
· Malaysian Tourist Visit: On 10 Dec 2004 a 43 Malaysian Delegation visited the centre
· Egypt Ambassador Visit: In Jan 2004 his Excellency Ambassador of Egypt visited the centre.
· Ashburton teenage girls visit: On Saturday 5th March the Mosque was visited by a 20-strong group of Ashburton teenage girls.
· Marian College Visited on 6th April 2005 - one group at 10 am for about 30 minutes and the second group at 10.45 am visited our centre
· Riccarton High School: on April 14, 2005 group of students from Riccarton High School visited the centre
· Mass Function of Pope John II: Supporting the Brothers and sisters from the Catholic Community in Christchurch, MAC former spokesperson Sister Ola Kamel and Br. Ahmed Tani represented the Association at Mass of Pope John II held in Christchurch.

· Officials Visit from the Embassy of Germany: Mr. Tilman Enders, Charge' D'affaires from the Embassy of the Federal Republic of Germany visited our Mosque on 09 May 2005
· Canterbury & West Coast Cripple Children Disability: on 17 May 2005 a delegation headed by David Matthews, Regional Manager visited our centre.
· Bishopdale Combined Probus Club Visit: on 19 May 2005 29 members of the Bishopdale Combined Probus Club visited the Mosque
· Christchurch Police Orientation Program Visit: On 29 May 2005 Mr. Rakesh Naidoo; Asian Peoples Community Relation Officer visited our centre around 1:20pm. A 40 minute presentation was given on the role of the police and on the new ethnic information on the NZ police website
· School Visit: On Monday 10 June 2005 the Mosque was visited by 60 students plus four teachers from St Thomas of Canterbury College,
· Christchurch Citizen's Advice Bureau: On 28th June 2005 a group of 15 people visited the centre
· Visit by Christchurch City Mayor Garry Moore: On 10 July 2005 the Christchurch City Mayor Garry Moore accompanied by his wife, Anglican Vicar-General Peter Beck, Catholic Bishop John Cunneen and Christchurch intercultural assembly representative Patrick O'Connor, paid a visit of support to the Christchurch Muslim community
· Canterbury University Students Visit: Students from the political science faculty visited the centre and met with the Mosque Imam Sheikh Hamzah. The visitors expressed their appreciation for their time at the centre.
· The Sea of Faith Network visit: A group of around 24 people visited the centre on 22nd September and enjoyed their time. The centre prepared a presentation on Islam and the Muslim community in Christchurch.

	5) Category 6: Raise funds locally and overseas for the accomplishment of the aims of MAC. Please refer to the Financial Statement 2004/ 2005 at the companies' office.


· The Board of Directors approved two overseas visits to strengthen the Association relationship with Egypt, Kuwait, Qatar, Saudi Arabia and United Arab Emirates.

· Australia: The President, on the invitation of the Royal Embassy of Saudi Arabia, attended the National Day and took the opportunity to visit Egypt and Kuwait embassies.

· The Association received two letters from the State of Qatar Ambassador in Tokyo expressing his willingness to assist the Association and strengthen its friendly relation with the State of Qatar.

· The Embassy of Saudi Arabia helped in the appointment of Sheikh Hamzah as permanent Imam for the Al Nur Mosque.

	6) MAC Website and Email List:


The website was visited by more than 200,000 people last year and the association received numerous emails enquiring about the services it provides to its community. The Association responded to all the inquiries and provided and facilitated through the email and the website activities, lectures, conferences, and school & public visits to the centre.

The Website has been a powerful tool to reach out to the community especially the women in their homes. MAC’s email list reaches out more than 3000 people in New Zealand.

The management realized that the website and email list is a cheap, fast and reliable communication tool and the community responds favourably to it. For example, when a funeral occurs during the week, less than 24 hours notice is sufficient to get the community to assemble at the Mosque to perform Funeral Prayer.

MAC management invites students and members of the community to join the IT team of the association to further develop the website. Electronic Weekly Announcement has been keeping the community up to date with its activities. To maintain this services the association appeals to its members to help with the announcement preparation.

	7) A Sister in the MAC Executive Committee:


Sister Azizah Masir, a well know and respected sister from the Christchurch Muslim community who works in Financial Accounting with a leading company in Christchurch, has accepted the role of Treasurer of MAC. Since her appointment in late August 2005, Sister Azizah has been professionally organizing the financial system of the Association. She has prepared the MAC financial report for the year ending 31 March 2005. The report was presented to the MAC board of directors and was approved.

The management of the MAC would like to welcome Sister Azizah and wishes to use Al Mujaddid newspaper to express its deepest appreciation for the professional work Sister Azizah has show within a very short period of time.

	8) MAC Welcomes the Imam of Al Nur Mosque


The management of the MAC would like to offer its welcome to Br. Sheikh Hamzah, the Imam of Al Nur Mosque, Christchurch. According to MAC constitution the Imam becomes the Chairman of the Shora Council. 

Our Imam Sheikh Hamzah is originally from Indonesia and has been an Imam for more than 20 years in Australia. Sheikh Hamzah speaks fluently as well as reads and writes in three languages, i.e. Malay, English and Arabic.

Since his arrival, Sheikh Hamzah has been busy meeting with members of the community and running the day to day affairs of the Mosque. His first public engagement was the National celebration of the NZ Police Launching of the Religious Book.

The management offers its full support and commitment to assist Imam Sheikh Hamzah and wishes our Imam a good and productive time with the Canterbury Muslim Community. We ask the community to support Sheikh Hamzah in his duties. We ask Allah to assist him and guide us all to the right path.
lso s the religion of peace and mercy. AC has been active in educating the public about teachings of IslaIslam through the inte

