	HOW HE CAME INTO ISLAM

	Br. Raheem Green tells us


Br. Raheem began his lecture with a brief autobiography.

Br. Raheem, formerly called Anthony B. Gavin Green was born in Dar-es-Salaam, Tanzania. His dad was agnostic and his mother was a Catholic who taught him and his brother to recite ‘Hail Mary’, before sending them off to a boarding school in Britain. When he turned 20 he became a “hippy” and made up his “own religion” by piecing together bits from each religion he read about. He soon learnt that this did not help him and only served to confuse. He then developed an interest in Politics.

From his reading and from the happenings around him, he soon realised that the West was very good at creating propaganda. There was propaganda against Russia, whom they blamed for everything that went wrong in the world. This soon shifted to the Palestinians and after Khomeni took over in Iran, it was Islam that became the focus of the media propaganda. ‘After declaring war on Terror’ we note that anything that goes wrong in the world is the result of Islam and extremist Muslims.

He also developed a notion to become very rich, very quickly and with the least amount of effort. He realised that in Saudi Arabia there were very wealthy people who did not seem to work very hard and also gave the impression that they sat around on their camels all day. He soon discovered that it was an Islamic country, rich in oil. He went to the bookshop and bought a copy of the English translation of the Qur’an to find out what made them tick and satisfy his curiosity.

Although he was a fast reader he took two weeks to read the Qur’an as he was determined to digest the message and understand it. When he realised that the Qur’an was the word of GOD,he started practising what he read and implemented it in his life. He became a regular visitor to the bookshop at the mosque. On one of his visits he was asked by the bookshop owner, “Are you a Muslim?” He answered that he believed in the one GOD and that Muhammad (Sallalahu Alayhi Wa Sallam) was HIS messenger. “If you believe that you are a Muslim then come and join me as it is Friday prayer time. After the prayer he was surrounded by a number of the congregation members, all trying, to teach him about Islam in the five minutes that he spent with them. He was overwhelmed by their friendliness. When he emerged from the mosque he felt renewed and clean (as if he had just had a shower).

“I knew the truth but could not follow it. This is a terrible thing to experience in ones’ life, where you know the truth but cannot follow it. ALLAH (Subhanahu Wa Ta'ala) guided me and when I started taking my 5 times per day prayer seriously, it started changing my life,” said Br. Raheem Green.

The rest of his lecture was devoted to answering questions from the audience as he felt that it would be more valuable to them and stimulate some interaction.

Question: How does it feel to be a Muslim?

Answer: Let me describe it like this. Imagine you find yourself in a building full of obstacles such as, chairs, tables, shelves, passages and suddenly someone switches off the light and leaves you to find your way out of this darkness. You will bang your head, stumble over the obstacles and you will not know where you come from and where you are going. You will be lost. Similarly life is full of obstacles and you do not know how to cope with it. Islam is like opening the door and stepping outside into the light. Suddenly you can see, you can understand and everything is clear. It is a life of peace and tranquillity to the heart. This is how I feel to be a Muslim.

Q: What did your parents say?

A: I was living with my parents when I started to pray and give up things that were forbidden to me. I did not know much about haraam but started to give up some of it automatically. I think that I was guided from my commitment to the 5 daily prayers. One day my Mom came into my room and said, “Ant (Anthony for short) if you want to be so religious why don’t you go and live in a monastery.” I indicated with all courtesy to her, that we live in this world and we have to be pious in this world. She continued, “As you hate the way we live and the food we eat I have instructed our solicitor to remove you from our inheritance. “Thanks Mom was my reply.” I did not care as ALLAH (Subhanahu Wa Ta'ala) has promised to look after me according to the Qur’an. When I got married and the first grand son came along that changed everything. Today, my parents and I have a wonderful relationship. I treat them with lots of respect. That is what Islam has taught me.

Q: Did you ever get rich?

A: I am one of the richest people in the world. I don’t appear on the 100 top wealthy people of the world! What really is wealth? True wealth is contentment of the heart. A heart, which is at rest and feels peace and tranquillity in the soul, means that you have everything. What does it benefit you when you have all that money and you are still miserable? I was looking for wealth and ALLAH (Subhanahu Wa Ta'ala) guided me to true wealth - the peace and tranquillity of submitting yourself completely to the will of GOD.

Q: I have become a Muslim at age 15. How do I treat my parents?

A: Take it really easy with your parents. Don’t forget your parents will always remember you as their baby and their love for you prevents them from accepting the fact that you have grown up and have thoughts of your own. Don’t even talk to them about Islam. Wait until they ask you questions about Islam. If they disagree with you reply in the nicest way and with dignity and respect, “Remember I did not bring this up.” You are duty bound to respect them. Remember your parents are your paradise or hell fire. If your parents are pleased with you, then ALLAH (Subhanahu Wa Ta'ala) will be pleased with you. If they are displeased with you then HE will be displeased with you. You do everything that they tell you, except that you are not allowed to do anything haraam to please them. The rule is, there is no obedience to the creation and disobedience to ALLAH (Subhanahu Wa Ta'ala). You draw the line and make it known to them in a very courteous way. You treat them well through your example, manners, love, and kindness and are pleasant to them at all times.

Q: What is our duty as Muslims living in the West?

A: Do you have to wait for something to happen before you act or wake up? We cannot live in the West in our ghettos, not interacting, not communicating and not sharing your experience with people around you. You have to reach out to tell them about yourself, the way you live and about Islam. What we have is ignorance and suspicion and a lack of knowledge of Islam. Invite them to your home and tell them of the many things we have in common and the beautiful ways of Islam. Make it clear to them that we all want to live in peace and harmony. Who wants a war? We also do not want war and ethnic strife. We want to get on with our lives and worship the one GOD and have the freedom to believe in HIM. If you do not tell them, the media will misrepresent you.

Q: How does cultural baggage interfere with our unity?

A: We have to get rid of our cultural baggage. We need to start realising the difference between Islam and culture. Many think, what we do and what our parents or grandparents did, is Islam. No! Some parts of it are Islam, some parts are Hinduism and some parts, tribal customs. We have to learn what the differences are and become well acquainted with them and Islam.

Q: Your thoughts of intermarriage here in New Zealand?

A: We find many cultural Muslims. I do not know what is happening in New Zealand, but in England some families send their sons and daughters who have been educated in the West to go home (Pakistan, Fiji, India or their village) to marry some cousin or family there who is probably semi literate. This is a recipe for disaster. When you send your son or daughter to the colleges or the universities, they come into contact with their fellow students and start interacting more closely with friends they like. When they come home and inform you that they have a good friend, your reaction invariably is, “Marriage is not an option as you will marry your cousin in the village.” Your son or daughter will either marry whom they want to, regardless of your insistence or listen to you and still carry on with their haraam things. Don’t become a party to their haraam activity; rather get your children married. We have to find a way to make Islam work without abandoning it.

Q: What is your advice to the youth?

A: To be in good company. Select your friends and be with good people. They need not necessarily have to be Muslim. They must be thinking, caring people concerned with humanity. And do not watch the TV with all its distractions.

Do not get mixed up with criminals or druggies. Associating with the undesirables will soon get you into trouble by doing things together with them. If you don’t follow them then you have nothing in common and you do not belong with them. Make sure that you are good company with a way of life that is full of concern, good, clean and pure.   

