	HAMILTON MUSLIM SOCCER TEAM WINS IN AUSTRALIA

	by Sadiq Nicholson


I feel privileged to be able to write a personal story of a Soccer Tournament and the success achieved by the Hamilton Muslim soccer team in Australia. 

It all started two weeks before the tournament, when I rang Mukhtar Boya Ali, our team manager to seek his permission for the Hamilton Muslim Soccer team to participate in the Australian Inter-district Muslim Soccer Tournament in Sydney. With a nod of approval from our manager we got into action. Between Br. Mukhtar and myself, we managed to get enough resources together to be able to send the Hamilton Muslim Soccer team to Australia. Two brothers from Ranui, Br. Faiyaz and Br. Kasif came on board and also helped out immensely. Despite a few visa problems, we eventually managed to get all of our players on the plane to Australia.

The team flew out from Auckland on Friday 16 September, and after the 3-hour flight,  had to endure another 2 hours of van ride dribbling the height of the Sydney rush hour traffic. After setting up camp at the Green Valley Mosque, the team went to the ground for our first night game, against Rewa. Despite being jetlagged and tired, Hamilton played a magnificent game, in a torrential downpour. The result ended 1-1 with a Siraz Ali goal for Hamilton. From that game, the Hamilton team became the talk of the competition and gained the reputation of having a free flowing style and good ball possession play. 

On Saturday, alhamdoelillah, the weather had improved, although the ground was a bit bumpy and sandy. Hamilton beat West Sydney 2-1 with goals from Mowlid Diriiye and Abdiyare Mohammed. This result took Hamilton to the verge of the semi finals. In the evening, Hamilton slipped up, losing 1-0 against Nandi in their final group game.

On Sunday morning, Hamilton played their semi final against a talented Sydney Somali team, who had surprised Auckland in the group game, winning 3-2. However, the Hamilton team managed a comfortable 2-0 win, with two goals from 17 year old, Said Awad. In the other semi final, Auckland beat Nandi 3-1 to also book their place in the final.

The final was between the two New Zealand teams, Hamilton and Auckland, who had both swept aside the Aussie challenges. The final turned out to be a classic, tension filled game, with Hamilton taking the lead in the first half with a sweeping move, in which Ismail Awad, who made a 60 metre run, to receive a pass from Hussain Abdi to shoot it past the Auckland keeper. Auckland came back stronger in the second half, and 10 minutes from the end a brilliant free kick by Azam Ali earned them the equaliser. With a one - all draw, the game went into extra time. When no further goals were scored the game went into a tension filled penalty shoot out. 

Hamilton edged an advantage when the goalkeeper, Sadiq Nicholson made a vital save. Faisal Sheikdon scored the winning penalty, to give Hamilton a 4-3 win. There were emotional scenes of joy and merriment amongst the Hamilton team, for not only had they won their first ever Muslim soccer title, but they had become the first team from New Zealand to win an overseas Muslim soccer tournament. 

New Zealand also cleaned up in the individual awards with Shamake Yusuf Ismail of Hamilton awarded the Most Valuable Player, Sadiq Nicholson from Hamilton the Best Goalkeeper, and Sameer Ali from Auckland the Golden Boot. 

On behalf of the Hamilton team, I would like to thank all our supporters who made our tour of Australia a reality. Special thanks to our sponsors and helpers. 

Thank you: Sue Hall from Harcourts; Flambe Restaurants; Faiyaz and Kasif from Ranui Muslim Sports; Nizam and Yashmeen, who helped in Australia; the Green Valley Mosque Committee; the Waikato Muslim Association and the Australian soccer organisers. 

We would also like to thank the Auckland team for their support and friendship during the tour.

A special thanks for Br. Mukhtar Boya Ali, our manager, whose vision and inspiration drove the Hamilton team to reach out beyond their wildest dreams to ultimate success. Lastly, I would also like to thank all my brothers in the Hamilton team, whose behaviour, togetherness and strong will in the face of adversity helped to create this magnificent achievement, namely, 

MANAGEMENT:  Brs. Mukhtar Boya Ali, Abdul Faiyaz, Br Kasif.

COACH:  Br. Shafici Abdulle.

PLAYERS:  Brs. Suley Abdikarim (captain), Sadiq Nicholson, Abdiasis Abdi, Hussain Abdi, Said Awad, Ismail Awad, Shamake Sabriye, Faid Ibrahim, Shamake Yusuf, Siraz Ali, Afroz Kutti, Michael Moshim Findley, Mohamed Qare, Faisal Sheikdon, Abdiyare Mohamed, Mowlid Diriiye and Haji Abdirizak. 

