This is how we will remember you…. 

LATE DAVID A WAKIM

Close on to 400 family, friends and sympathisers attended a special memorial service at the St. Benedict’s Church in Newton, Auckland, to celebrate the life of David Allan Wakim who passed away suddenly on 2nd October 2005. David and his wife, Janfrie were on holiday in Namibia, Africa, when he died of a heart attack. He was laid to rest in Sydney, Australia.  

It was indeed a very moving experience for Al Mujaddid to be part of this service held on Saturday, 15 October 2005 and listen to the wonderful and moving eulogy, reflections of his personal life, tributes and homage paid to David at this service.

The moving eulogy was read by his wife Janfrie, his sister Yvonne and his brother, John. The praises from people very close to him touched the hearts of everyone. When the mood of the talk was light hearted, the sympathisers responded with a smile of admiration and even an occasional laugh. This smile and laughter often ended in sadness, lumps in the throats and tears pouring forth in the realisation that he was not around anymore.

His adult children, Larissa, Nadine, Chris and Suzy poured out their lovable memories of their father and the strong direction and resolution they got from him, to steer them on the straight path in this world. Suzy, the youngest daughter made a notable comment when reminded that she is following in her father’s footsteps of becoming a chemist, “I will not be following in my father’s footsteps but ever alongside his footprints.” 

Tributes were expressed by Don Bensemann (Amcal Pharmacy), Maire Leadbeater (Peace & Social Justice Group), Tuma Hazou (Palestine Human Rights Campaign), Ashraf Anwar (Council of Christians & Muslims) and Pat Alley (a friend). The following were expressed from the many tributes paid to David. ‘As a chemist for the last 40 years he became a community caretaker during the day and during the evening and weekends, he championed the cause of human rights and justice. He was a founder member of the Palestine Human Rights Campaign. He had the courage of his convictions to go against the grain to stand up for his strong principles of justice. He detested the bullies and gave his persistent support to the downtrodden and those in need of justice. He was a regular protestor on the Auckland scene and often took a leading role in campaigning for the rights of minorities.’

David, we, the Muslim community bow our heads in honour of your tireless effort and engagement in trying to correct the wrongs inflicted on the community. We will remember you for the bold stance you took in leading a protest march to the Aotea Square when the 5 mosques were damaged in Auckland this year. Your message was very clear, “An injury to one is an injury to all.”

We will miss you at our mosque meetings and special occasions when you were part of the audience listening to eminent speakers from overseas, trying to correct the misconceptions of Islam. David we salute you for setting a wonderful example to all of us; a man who loved his fellow human beings as family.

We raise our hands and supplicate to ALLAH (Subhanahu Wa Ta'ala), GOD Almighty, to provide you with great comfort on you journey to the Hereafter and also pray that HE will strengthen the hearts of all your loved ones left behind to face the challenges, by your teachings and great example. 

“Inna Lillahi Wa-Inna Ilahi Raji-un - From ALLAH we come and to HIM is our eventual return.”
