First Muslim Cemetery in Waikato Region

by Dr Anwar Ghani

ALLAH (Subhanahu Wa Ta'ala) has stated in chapter 3 of verse 185: “Everyone shall have a taste of death. And only on the day of Resurrection shall you be paid your recompense in full. And whosoever is removed away from the fire and admitted to Paradise he indeed is successful. The life of this world is only the enjoyment and chattels of deception.”

Such is the reality of death that every one of us shall taste, whether we are poor or rich; healthy or sick; old or young; none of us will escape it. There is also a clear indication that, “Where ever you may be, death will overtake you even if you are in a fortress built up strong and high.” (Quran 4:78).

In January of 2004, the Waikato Muslim Association committee members deemed it necessary to start investigating the need for a Muslim burial ground for Muslims living in the Waikato region. The need arose from the special Islamic directional requirement of the grave as well as the growing number of Muslims in the region over the years. Al Hamdo Lillah (all prases to GOD) with the kind co-operation and approval of the Waikato District

 Council the Association has been successful in obtaining a separate ground for the burial of Muslims. 

On 9 May 05, the site was officially handed over to the Waikato Muslim Association by His Worship the Mayor, Peter Harris. About 30 community members made a trip to the site to attend the handing over ceremony. Dr Anwar Ghani, the master of ceremonies commenced the official ceremony with a blessing by the Local Iwi lead by the Kamatua. Br Ismail Gamadid, the President of the Waikato Muslim Association officially acknowledged the kind gesture of the Waikato District Council and also thanked the Kamatua and Iwi people. Br Musa Taukiri, a representative of the Muslims spoke in Maori to thank the people of the land for allowing the use of

 their land for Muslim burial. Br Mustafa Farouk thanked all the people on behalf of FIANZ. 

Four days later, on 13th May 05, the Waikato Muslims were back at the cometary to bury the late Dr Mohammed Niyazi, who was a prominent medical doctor at the Waikato hospital. We had another death on 12 September 2005 where

 we laid Br. Abdullah Logan to rest at this cemetery near Ngaruwhahia. 

The cemetery is easily accessible and the present site can accommodate up to 350 graves. There are provisions for extension when needed. The Waikato Muslim Association is keen to buy the burial plots in advance. This will cost nearly $500,000. We will welcome any financial assistance from any donors to secure the plots. 

We, the Muslims of New Zealand, put our hands together to applaud the wonderful gesture of goodwill of the Waikato District Council, towards our member families living in the Waikato districts.
