INSULT ME, BUT NOT MY PROPHET

Muslims from all walks of life, from all ethnic groups gathered on Sunday, 5th February 2006, at the bottom end of Queen Street, in the heart of Auckland, to protest the publishing of the satirical cartoons depicting Prophet Mohammad as a terrorist wearing a turban shaped like a bomb. With the reverberating chants of “ALLAHU AKBR –ALLAHU AKBR –Allah is the Greatest,” this protest march wound its way up Queens Street to Aotearoa Square. The loud echoes of ‘ALLAHU AKBER’ penetrated the empty high rise buildings and permeated the side streets attracting the side walkers and window shoppers to draw closer and witness this unusual event. Many observers dived for their cameras to record this historic occasion in Auckland. 

As the procession moved on, the chanting grew louder and louder as many latecomers joined the protestors. The 1000 strong men and women terminated their march listening to short speeches at the Square. The Pakistan Association of New Zealand, who organised this march, thanked the protestors for joining this march to record their displeasure at the insults directed at the Prophet. They were also complimented for sending a loud message to The Dominion Post, The Press and TV1, who were responsible for igniting the flames here in New Zealand by publishing some of these caricatures. “We are hurt! We are insulted! We are upset at the disrespect that you have shown the Muslims of New Zealand!” The organisers also complimented the marchers for controlling their anger and emotions by not indulging in violence and also showing great respect towards the property of others. 

“That freedom to question and to challenge must include the right to be offensive, to affront people’s most heartfelt beliefs, even to disparage that which they hold sacred. Otherwise it is an empty freedom,” as quoted in the editorial of The Dominion Post dated 4th February 2006. This is the rude message to the Muslims of New Zealand- that the Press has the right to be offensive towards them. ‘Freedom of speech’ and ‘lack of humour by the Muslims’ we feel, are some of the facade that disrespectful people hide behind to denigrate a group of people purely ‘because their beliefs are different to ours.’ We have also seen how some of the advocates become selective of their ‘freedom of speech’ when the

 threat of losing their jobs takes precedence on what not to print about other groups of people.

We compliment the vast majority of the editors in the New Zealand media for not rubbing salt into the open wounds caused by the Denmark's Jyllands Posten when they published the 12 caricatures of the Prophet, Muhammad (Sallalahu Alayhi Wa Sallam- peace be upon him). They were all fully aware of the reaction of Muslims in Europe and the Middle East towards this insensitive provocation. We feel that that these cartoons are deadly propaganda tools, published with malice and forethought. Was the motive to neutralise the Muslim groups in their struggle to defend their lands, culture and self-determination or to deny them their respectability in the world community? It has been nothing more than a smokescreen to justify the actions of inciting religious and ethnic hatred.

This type of selective ‘freedom of speech’ is leading down the path of extermination or in the more enlightened concept, that of ‘ethnic cleansing.’ We realise that the strategy for manipulating public opinion has never changed when one reads, Robert Robideau, an American  Indian who gave his impressions on the cartoons  : “Reading the first news reports about the cartoons depicting Muhammad as a terrorist reminded me of the unfriendly media that printed the then Attorney General for South Dakota’s vigilante order on William Janklows.` “The only way to deal with the Indian problem in South Dakota is to put a gun to the AIM leaders' heads and pull the trigger. Such ethnically hostile and abusive reporting by mainstream media was what incited the killings of more than 60 American Indians and the assault on hundreds more during the federal government’s reign of terror that occurred between 1973 and 1975, on the Pine Ridge Oglala Lakota reservation.” (Quoted from his article entitled, ‘Such depiction has been used as a Weapon Against Oppressed People for Centuries - 9th February, 2006) 

We, the Muslims, have the greatest reverence for the Creator, ALLAH (Subhanahu Wa Ta'ala – glory be to HIM) and have the greatest of respect for HIS Messenger, Muhammad (Sallalahu Alayhi Wa Sallam) as well as all his teachings and examples recorded in the Hadeeth. We have a profound and everlasting love for our Prophet, Sallalahu Alayhi Wa Sallam. Here is a fleeting impression of this

 man called, Muhammad (Sallalahu Alayhi Wa Sallam)

MESSENGERS OF GOD

Many a great man has influenced some aspects of human life, in different ways, in a different manner and at 

different times, but none have affected human life in its totality. GOD’S messengers were the only persons who influenced human life in its totality. They brought virtue and goodness and removed evil and suffering. They purified the entire economic, social and political system from excesses and malpractices and established justice and benevolence in every walk of life. They made their revolutionary changes in society through their Divine Teachings and personal examples, and not by coercion. They ruled over the hearts of people and not over lands and countries. Although many of our earlier Prophets had outstanding abilities and personalities, very little is known about their daily lives. The Messengers, Ibrahim (Abraham), Moosa (Moses) and Isa (Jesus), -may peace be on them all- who changed the course of history and influenced the lives of people by their Divine Teachings and personal example, have not left behind much information for the benefit of the present and future generation, to inspire and emulate.  

MUHAMMAD –THE PERFECT MAN

Muhammad (Sallalahu Alayhi Wa Sallam) - is the only Messenger and man in history whose utterings, doings, actions, details of his conduct, his character, his life style of how he walked, sat, talked and prayed has been fully recorded and preserved. His life at home, in the mosque, in the community, on travel, on deputations, at leisure and even on the battlefield was fully known to his companions and recorded by them in the Hadeeth. This Hadeeth serves as guidance for men and women of all ages, working in any profession, as well as to those plying their trades at home or in public.

His teaching was not confined to the masjid (mosque). At home he talked and helped his wives; in the market place he explained principles of buying and selling; on deputation he spoke about interstate matters; at war he implemented laws of restraint and peace; in disputes he judged with fairness; and on the rights of people, he provided a civil and criminal code of judgement.

The guidance and advice was perfect and free from human weakness. He was a perfect man.

ONE OF HIS MANY QUALITIES

His behaviour towards people, men and women, rich and poor, adult and child, acquaintance or stranger, friend or foe, was always one of civility and politeness and he taught others to do the same. Although the hostility of the Jews towards Islam and the Prophet (may peace be upon him) was well known, he always treated them with respect and always welcomed them with politeness and received them without any ill-will. “There is a Hadith (oral tradition concerning the words and works of Muhammad) recorded by Bukhari in the name of Amer Bin Rabiha that reads as follows: ‘A funeral procession passed us and the Prophet stood up in respect. We (companions) said, ‘but Prophet of God, this is a funeral of a Jew.’ The Prophet responded, ‘RISE,’ as quoted by Edward Miller, in The Jewish Weekly of New York.

A long list of other qualities together with actual incidents of the way he handled daily situations and encounters with the people around him, makes remarkable reading in the Hadeeth. These beautiful lessons of his mannerism and character serve as a model for us to adapt in our lives today.

Hospital of Hope - a Noble Venture

By Adam H Jogee

In war-torn Basra, the foundations of a paediatric hospital slowly rise signalling hope and comfort to nearly 1500 children stricken with thalassemia. This 400 square metre unit will comprise a wing in the Ibn Ghazwan Hospital, a facility named after an Arab philosopher, which caters for women and child patients in the southern Iraqi city of Basra. The man spearheading this noble cause is Doctor Ali Numan, Iraqi born but now a New Zealand citizen of nine years standing.

Dr Ali explained that thalassemia is a hereditary blood born disease with symptoms of severe anaemia caused by 

the body’s inability to replenish damaged red blood cells. This condition necessitates a complete transfusion of blood every three to four weeks.

A target of NZ$150.000 has been set which will finance a 32 bed facility supported by consulting rooms, a laboratory, nursing rooms and a blood bank. Under the auspices of the New Zealand Iraqi Relief Fund (NZIR), a registered charitable Trust, NZ$120.000 has already been raised. Dr Ali expressed his gratitude to the New Zealand government for their contributions and assistance. He 

appealed to the Muslim community to assist in raising the $30.000 still needed to realise his dreams and the promise of hope to 1500 children. “The mortality rate for untreated children is unfortunately, high. With about 80 patients needing blood every day our request for assistance is urgent.” A sincere appeal from NZIR which surely, demands a positive and generous response.

NZIR has been active in raising funds for Iraq for several years and Dr. Ali explained that the hospital project was his third venture. NZIR’s already impressive track record includes supplying medical equipment to hospitals in Baghdad, Basrah and gifts of blankets to the families of patients. Dr Ali Numan with colleague  Br. Hassan Karhiy and other members of 

NZIR, remain committed to relief efforts in a country whose infrastructure has been all but destroyed by a long, bloody conflict. 

Al Mujaddid appeals to the New Zealand public for donations. Please send to:

New Zealand Iraqi Relief Fund 

ASB Bank Account No: 12- 3056- 0870172- 00

Contact Persons:

Dr Ali Numan Mob : 021 400 229

E-mail: alinuman@xtra.co.nz
Hassan Karhiy

Mob: 021 374 683

E mail hk@ergotech.co.nz
Qatar Sheikh Calls for unity 
By Adam H Jogee

About 50 Muslim brothers from various organisations in Auckland gathered in the foyer of Zayed College for Girls, in Mangere on Sunday, 5 March 2006, to pay heed to the message of Sheikh Ali Abdullah Al-Suwaidi representing a Charitable Association and Sheikh Moafi Azab from the Ministry of Awkaaf and Islamic Affairs of Qatar. This delegation was on a fact-finding mission to render support for initiatives and projects, which promoted the concept of unity between the Muslim Ummah here in New Zealand.

Sheikh Moafi lamented the absence of true unity in many corners of the globe. He cited the example of Atlanta, U.S.A. where the Eid-ul-Fitr celebrations were held over three different days. The spirit of unity as 

enunciated by our Prophet, Muhammad (Sallalahu Alayhi Wa Sallam-may peace be upon him) was not in evidence there and equally lacking in cities in Japan which they visited. According to the Sheikh, institutions suffering from this “disease” did not merit the receipt of any assistance, as their divisions did nothing to foster unity and promote the concept of “shura,” a single united group for Muslims. New Zealand, he said had made significant strides to promote unity despite its multi cultural diversity. He praised the efforts of the recently launched Working Together Group (WTG) project, formed to promote a more positive image of Islam in New Zealand.

Sheikh Moafi encouraged the 

formation of a single, strong Muslim Council to co-ordinate all representative groups. The co-

ordinators and the community should hammer out the logistics and modalities of this initiative. Sheikh spoke at length on the efforts of the Prophet Muhammad (Sallalahu Alayhi Wa Sallam) to bridge the divide between rich and poor, lords and slaves 

and the many different tribes that inhabited Mecca and Medina. “Unity is mercy, division is torture,” he said. Sheikh Moafi warned that children were in danger of losing their identity and true values in a divided society. The only means to maintain Islamic values lay in the strength of love and brotherhood.
