Message from Zayed College for Girls

Assalamu alaikum wa Rahmatuallahi wa Barakatahu!

The achievements of the students who attend Zayed College are a testament to the solid foundation for learning that can be found in a small school of special character. Within the divine shariah, young Muslim women are compelled to seek knowledge that will equip them in serving their communities, locally and globally.

Academic achievements are celebrated in the figures released in January 2006:

 81% of Y11 students have earned their Level 1 NCEA; 82% of Y12 students earned their Level 2 NCEA; four of the six senior students achieved their Level 3 National Certificate in Educational Achievement.

With this strong academic achievement, the school can turn to 2006 as a year to consolidate the core programme and expand beyond the standard curriculum of a state school. Students at all levels study The Holy Qur’an, Arabic and Islamiat. A course in Early Childhood Education is delivered to senior students. Year 9 and 10 classes are broadening their horizons through field trips every fortnight. During this term the project on the theme “Water” will take them to visit water gardens, a water treatment plant, the recovered natural coast line of Manukau Harbour and tend a local water way.

A self defence course and regular lunchtime swimming classes, supplements the physical education programme with skills that will prepare them for a lifetime.  

This is learning for life, and learning for a life of learning.

Organising Learning

There have been timetable changes to maximise class time. In this relaxed atmosphere the new timetable permits greater productivity, time for teachers to attend to individual learning needs and a leeway to integrate greater variety into the lessons.

A further positive development has been the innovative Friday afternoon programme where all students end their Jummuah salaat by forming special interest groups. The initial walk to the construction site of the Mangere Masjid created an interest in the pupils when they realised that special facilities were provided for females at Jummah. They requested copies of the plans to make a contribution to the interior design, the tile work, the decking and the landscaping. They have pooled their ides for the labour aspect as well as the much needed funding. 

There is no limit to the innovative ideas that are forth coming from these group discussions. One out door group is concentrating on horticulture. They are propagating plants for both the school and masjid. There is yet anther group planning to run the school canteen serving health foods as well as building funds. Some students are also seeking to visit the sick in hospitals.

We are keenly looking forward to all parents and the community to share in this life learning experience by supplying the necessary raw material or helping with transport and supervision for these activity groups. 

Value for Money

The school fees are kept at a minimal level so that our young Muslim girls are not excluded from a vital education and grounding to become  good mothers and good citizens. The contributions of Muslims from all over the world has made it possible to keep this school viable. Jazakallah.

International Links
As Zayed College for Girls moves into a new phase of development, the Director is delighted to report the establishment of international links with other institutions.

A sister school relationship is being forged with a school in Thailand where 6000 Muslim students will share common interest in water, atmospheric and scientific experiments and data collection. Six of the Thai students are expected to visit in March.

Towards the end of the year a contingent of Malaysian students are expected. Arranged by the Institute of Tropical Biology and Conservation of the University of Sabah, this delegation will be hosted by Zayed College student families and provide a further opportunity to promote inter-regional co-operation. 

“It is exciting for us to have this opportunity for links overseas,” says Sr. Robina Dean, Director of the College. “Visitors from across the country and around the world are invited to make Zayed College a stop on their journey as they pass through Auckland.”

OUR TEACHERS AT ZAYED COLLEGE
The academic achievements and the excellent results of the students reflect the dedication, involvement and expertise of a strong team of educationists at Zayed College for Girls. 

 Some staff changes have occurred as the college enters a new academic school year:

 Sr. Fazilat Khan, Head of English, has decided to further her studies. She has been replaced by Sr. Fiona Lovatt Davis, a former primary school Principal, with 25 years teaching experience.

The science department has grown to include Sr. Fawziyyah Rafiq a biology graduate. 

Sr. Shabih Fatima, as Head of Science, can now specialize in her PhD field of Physics, with Chemistry as a second strand.

In the Technology Department,Sr. Marion Douglas continues her good work. 

Social Studies is just one area where Sr. Amina Sayed can bring her strengths to the fore with a Bachelor of Education and a Diploma in Education. She is also versatile in teaching other subjects such as, Accounting, junior mathematics and Islamic studies.

 With a Bachelor in Computer Studies, Sr. Wiaam Al-Salihi excels in the school’s computer laboratory. She also teaches Arabic and Maths. 

Sr Omnia Mohamed speaks Arabic fluently and has a Bachelor of Political Science from Egypt. She is one of several part-time teachers and is also involved with programme design work.

The Health Curriculum is delivered by Sr. Carol Andrews. Sr. Merete Murphy gives her time to Zayed College in the Early Childhood Education area when she is not involved in the “Tots and Toddlers” programme at Plunket.

Our College Director, Sr. Robina Dean teaches Islamic studies
