UMC HOLDS A CAMP FOR GIRLS

On the 28th – 30th of January 2006, the newly formed youth group United Muslimahs of Canterbury (UMC) organized their first official summer camp at the Blue Skies Camp and Conference Centre in Kaiapoi. The camp was a great success with more than 40 eager participants ready to have fun, make new friends, build teamwork and compete in Islamic leadership training. 

The participants were divided into 6 teams of 7 girls who were not familiar with each other to encourage friendship and co-operation between the girls. Each team chose a team leader and selected a team name based on the theme of “Leadership.” The camp was based on a point system where teams earned points for each activity, including their Islamic behaviour within the team and relationship with other teams. Activities and sessions revolved around relevant youth issues as well as Islamic education linked to the theme. This information provided the girls with Islamic information and correct adab (behaviour) on being a Muslimah (women) leader in Islam. 

The highlights of this year’s camp were the fashion show held on the first night and the makeover competition, which took place on the second night. Both these activities were thoroughly enjoyed by the participants. With the fashion show, each team selected two representatives to model either traditional or Islamic clothes. They were awarded points for presentation and its Islamic value. For the makeover competition, each team chose a theme to dress their selected model in. They were provided with gift-wrap to design the model’s clothes. Points were awarded for creativity of the model’s clothes and her overall presentation. 

The role-plays, which were the favourite in last year’s camp, was repeated again this year in the last session. This culminating activity demonstrated what the participants had learnt in all the sessions on the theme of “Leadership.” Other activities included a crafts session and a Quiz competition testing the teams’ Islamic, academic and general knowledge. There were lots of sports activities to remove the monotony and give the other participants an opportunity to show their physical abilities. The popular game ‘T-Ball’ was popular and they also made use of the campsite facilities such as the swimming pool, flying fox and the sports fields.

The winning team was team 5, “The Honourables.” This team comprised of the team leader, Samira Ahmed and her group members Nawal Hussein, Ala Kakai, Chnour Basharati, Hani Mohamed and Halalah Aliwaisy. They were awarded with a hamper full of goodies as well as certificates for the entire team. 

UMC extends our sincere thanks to all those people who made this camp possible: Jazakumullahukhairan to Sisters Jane Taylor and Maysoon Salama, to our excellent cooks Sisters Sherin, Khadija and Tahani. The food was wonderful, tasty and enjoyed by everyone. Sisters Nuha, Rachida, Haneen and Soha thanks for all your help. We want to thank all our parents for encouraging us to attend this camp. Finally thanks to all the participants for joining in with the fun to make it a great success. 

Upcoming UMC events: An open day organized by UMC at Masjid-An-Nur is planned for mid-March, 2006

For more information on UMC or to register with us, please email Ayesha at desertrose281@gmail.com 

EID-UL-ADHA IN CHRISTCHURCH
By Abdullah Drury

Eid-al-Adha was celebrated in Christchurch, Canterbury at a special function in the renown Hagley Park, opposite the An-Nur masjid (mosque). Preparation of rolling out the prayer mats and arranging the public address system started in the early hours of Saturday, 11th January 2006 morning. The beautiful sunny morning commenced with the usual recital of the Takbeer, (in recognition of the greatness of the Creator) by the assembled congregation.  


The Eid salaat commenced followed by a Khutbah (sermon) delivered by Dr Hajji Abu Atta Alayan. He is a practising medical doctor in Christchurch and is originally from Palestine. At the end of the inspiring sermon hands were raised in supplication to the Lord in gratitude for HIS bounties.

The newly appointed Social Secretary of the Muslim Association of 
Canterbury, Dr Fouad, announced the programme of activities, which included a performing clown, carnival of games and lots of entertainment for the children 
and families present. 

Dr Jane Taylor and her husband Hajji Abdulkadir Jassim from Iraq were some of the organisers responsible for this out door event. They rewarded each child with a gift. This was indeed a very memorable occasion as the kids were having fun while their parents were busy exchanging the traditional good wishes for this festive day. The events continued until midday and the smiling faces and laughter of the children was a clear indication of the success of this event.

