AID EFFORTS CONTINUE IN TSUNAMI–HIT AREAS

In order to help the victims of the Tsunami tragedy, Aucklander, Br. Abdul Aziz and a few other Muslim brothers have launched the Ummah Trust to promote sponsorship for the Aceh Tsunami Orphan Sponsorship Programme. 

To date the Trust has secured sponsorship for 16 out of the 200 needy orphan children. Donors, five of whom are non-Muslim, give $40 per month toward this worthy cause. The Trust has also raised funds from the sale of T-shirts. The Trust appeals to New Zealanders to show compassion by sponsoring one of the children who face a bleak and lonely future without a father and mother. You can make a big difference to a little life. The 

Prophet SAW said: ‘The best house of Muslims is one where an orphan is cared for.’

The Trust is working closely with Greenpeace worker, Dmitri Sharamov, who is assisting in the refurbishment of Fajar Hidayah School, which cares for orphans in Banda Aceh, Indonesia.

Auckland consultant and tour operator, Mary Taylor who has embarked on ‘Project Oru,’ designed to put 100 fishing boats back into the waters at a tsunami-devastated village in Sri Lanka, has also agreed to help in the campaign for sponsorship for the Aceh orphans.

Contact details

Br.Abdul Aziz at: Telephone: (09) 820 6087 or Mobile: 021 031 6087

Email: aziznoor46@hotmail.com
May ALLAH (Subhanahu Wa Ta'ala) bless all who so unselfishly give of their time, effort and charity to help the less fortunate and needy. Remember for $40 per month you can become the ‘best house of a Muslim.’

EID JOY SCARCE FOR SURVIVORS

Media release by Oxfam

As the Muslim world prepared to celebrate Eid-al-Adha, most of Pakistan’s earthquake survivors, left homeless and destitute after last October’s disaster, were struggling to participate in the important Islamic holiday.

But some displaced people in one of the worst affected areas did have something to celebrate thanks to special efforts by aid workers from international agency Oxfam. 

Millions of Pakistanis camped across the bitterly cold mountainous northern provinces were struggling to feed their families and clothe their children properly, let alone offer a sacrifice or receive donated meat. The United Nations’ World Food Programme calculated that more than two million

people in the affected region needed food aid to survive the winter.

Around the devastated town of Balakot, in Pakistan’s North West Frontier Province, however, Oxfam had been providing small cash grants, vouchers and materials to earthquake survivors in some of the more inaccessible villages. “I can now buy some food and some clothes for my children for Eid,” said Musarat Bibi, a camp resident from nearby Ghanool who lost her husband in the earthquake.

“We were able to reach 32,000 people before Eid, so families would have had cash before the celebrations,” said Heloise Troc, co-ordinator of Oxfam’s Livelihood programme team in the region.

Map of where we are working
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Latest situation report -- 31 January 2006

Oxfam’s response to the South Asia earthquake is focusing on providing survivors with appropriate shelter, and access to clean water.


Pakistan

The death toll in Pakistan is 73,331 (Government of Pakistan figures), with 69,392 people injured and 3.5 million in total affected by the earthquake.

In total, Oxfam is reaching over 345,676 people.

India-administered Kashmir 

In India-administered Kashmir, where the scale of the disaster has been much smaller, Oxfam has supported over 5,000 people with blankets and plastic sheeting. In particular it has been praised for the robustness of the tents it has distributed. 

The death toll for the region is 1,307. About 4,500 people have been injured, and one million affected. Affected areas are Baramulla, Srinigar, Kupawara, Budgam, Poonch, Udhampur, Doda

Al Mujaddid makes a plea to its readers to support Oxfam (Oxford Committee for Famine Relief) in whatever way they can. May the Almighty reward them for their efforts.

Contact Oxfam Spokespeople

In New Zealand: Communications Manager, Prue Smith: DDI 09 355 6858; mobile 021 1400 825 or prue@oxfam.org.nz
In Pakistan contact: Shaheen Chughtai on (92) 300 856 0632 or schughtai@oxfam.org.uk  and/or 

Daud Malik on (92) 300 856 9312 or dmalik@oxfam.org.uk 

