PRAYER FACILITIES AT PIPITEA CAMPUS
Victoria University in Wellington prides itself on meeting the spiritual needs of its students. This University has both a Catholic and an Anglican Chaplaincy. On the 9th November 2005, the University held an official opening of the ‘salaat’ (prayer) room on the Pipitea campus, to meet the demands of the ever increasing number of Muslim students. 

“We know that having a place to pray is a foremost concern for Muslim students in the universities. As fee-paying students, it is important that we support them in their life and studies,” said Ms Ruth Moorehouse, the Director of Student Services. Ms Ruth continued, “We recognise that it is compulsory for Muslims to pray five times per day. The noon and late afternoon prayers are the two prayers performed in the prayer room at Pipitea.” 

The day of a Muslim starts with a prayer of thanks giving before sunrise, followed by the noon prayer, the late afternoon prayer, the after- sunset prayer and the night payer, where gratitude is expressed for all the bounties provided. 

Every prayer includes the verbal reinforcement in Arabic of :

the oneness of GOD; the acceptance that GOD is the sustainer, provider and protector of all that HE has created; our position as vicegerents on this earth; and of our accountability on the day of reckoning for all our deeds and actions. These spiritual incantations are accompanied by certain prescribed physical postures of standing straight up in meditation, followed by bowing and completing a cycle in a seated position after prostration with the forehead touching the 

ground. These movements prepare the physical body to adopt a body language that is interrelated to the verbal incantations. Thus, five times per day the ego is brought under control to accept humility, bow in acknowledgement to the greatness of the Creator and prostrate in complete submission indicating our insignificance in relation to the vast scheme of the entire universe.

“Everyone in the Muslim Students Association (MSA) is buzzing with the news of the Pipitea Campus prayer room. A lot of Muslim students have classes there next semester and have been worried about what they would do when it was time to pray. We are extremely grateful for the new space, which is easily accessible. This was a much needed facility and we will save valuable study time walking all the way to the previous prayer room on the Kelburn campus,” were the glad tidings expressed by Miss Zeenah Adam, the spokesperson for the Victoria MSA. She went on to express her gratitude to Ms Ruth and the university authorities for this facility and indicated that it will be very well utilised by the students.

Sheik Mohammad Amir, Chaiman of the Ulama Board of New Zealand and prayer leader of the Wellington Mosque and a number of community members, together with students were present at this official opening to witness the official handing over. Words of gratitude were expressed by the speakers for this welcomed facility. During the tea break, members of the community seized the opportunity to also express their gratitude to Ms Ruth and other staff members of the University for this facility for their children

.

The team at Al Mujaddid were delighted to have received an invite from the Director of Student Service to grace the official opening of the prayer room. “We were unable to fulfil our obligation towards your invite, but, please convey our appreciation and humble gratitude to the University authorities for making this prayer room possible. It is indeed heart warming 

to note that there are many more people in New Zealand who have maintained their respect for others, especially Islam, and share feelings of warmth towards the Muslim students at Victoria University. We can assure you that the Muslim community of New Zealand are also feeling that warmth and a comforting acceptance of human sentiment.”

“Thank you Victoria University. Thank you also to Ms Kate Fox for all the information and the photos covering this occasion. We hold all of you dearly in our prayers.”
- from Al Mujaddid and its readers.
NEW ISLAMIC CENTRE IN MANUKAU CITY

The At Taqwa Trust Incorporated has bought a large warehouse at 58 Grayson Avenue (off Cavendish Drive) to provide the much needed facilities for Salat (prayers) in the Manukau City area. “There are a number of our Muslim families living in this area as well as our brothers and sisters working in the Manukau region who do not have a convenient place to offer their salat, especially the Jummah or Friday congregational prayer,” said Br. Mohammed Rafiq, the secretary of the Trust.

The Trust was launched as the Manukau Counties Islamic Trust some 5 years ago. In the last two years after negotiations with Al Huda Trust of Auckland, it was decided to form the At Taqwa Trust. Its trustees are drawn from the Afghani, Arab and Fijian communities with lots of participation from Muslims of the other groups. “Our doors are open to all Muslims who have settled here from countries all over the world. We need to work together to provide the necessary service to Muslims who are working and living in this area,” stated Br Rafiq.

The property was bought for approximately half a million dollars in November 2005. Alhamdoelillah (all praises to the Creator) it has been paid for in full. Twenty percent has been contributed by the Trust and 80% was received as Kard Hassana (beautiful interest free loan) from certain members in the community. Insha Allah, The Trust intends to pay off this Kard Hassana, by 

the end of 2006 with donations received from local and overseas well wishers. 

“The committee is busy getting organised so that they can call on the individuals in the community to support this venture which has turned out into an Islamic Centre. We have a well equipped gym, a library is our next task and I will also be available at the centre to answer any questions from the Muslim public and also to correct any misinformation about Islam,” said Sheikh Anwar, the Pesh Imam of the centre and also the Chairman of the Trust.

As soon as the property was purchased, salat facilities for the community were introduced. 

The Jummah prayer conducted by Sheikh Anwar, is becoming very popular and the Friday congregation is growing larger each week. Some Fridays there are well over 100 musalees (congregants) both male and female listening to the Khutba (sermon), which is delivered in English. There are special facilities for women and the centre can accommodate over 500 people at any one time.

“It is indeed very convenient for us to attend the Jummah salaat In the past it was a real effort to rush through the midday traffic to get to Mangere or Takanini in time for prayer and again a mad rush back to work again. Thank you, At Taqwa, for providing this facility and convenience for us. The English Khutbas are an added attraction. At least we take a message 

home to our families once a week,” said Aadil one of the regulars at Jummah.

The gym is well equipped with all the muscle-building equipment. This facility is open to any community member to use in- between prayer times or in the morning. The special youth group are looking into arranging this facility on a more professional basis where they could have the services of a gym instructor and also encourage our youth to enrol as members of the gym. At the moment they also have table tennis that is fast becoming very popular with the youth. “In February this year our active youth wing embarked on a fundraiser of selling tickets for a prepared 

meal. They raised well over $5 000-00 from this effort. We are getting organised and have regular meetings to meet the needs of the youth,” said Br. Fauzan Ali, the youth organiser of the Trust.

There will be madressa classes starting from March for all school going children. Br Sedigh may be contacted on 021-1775707 for more information.

Regular Thursday evening lectures are held between Magrib and Esha on Qur’an & Sunnah. On the first Saturday of each month, there is a large gathering of participants at the monthly lectures on the Qur’an & Sunnah.

“We want to thank all those who have contributed towards this centre. There is still a lot of renovation to be done and your generous contributions, either monetary or in kind, will be gratefully accepted.  We would also like to thank all those who have joined us in prayer and even those who have informed others of this facility.  My appreciation and gratitude also to our 83 year old elder, Haji Mohammed Ismail, for his encouragement and guidance given over the past. We pray that ALLAH (Subhanahu Wa Ta'ala) provide him with continued health to be in our presence sharing his wisdom for a long time to come,” were the concluding remarks made by Br. Rafiq.
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